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For the Christian Journal. 
* Legacies.’ 
To attempt the direction of others 
in the disposal of ‘their worldly goods 
atheir decease is an undertaking both 


delicate and invidious.. There are so * 


many claims upon the kindness, the 
generosity, and the justice of almost 
who leaves an estate be- 
hind him, that an interference in the 
settlement of that estate can hardly 
escape the charge of interloping. There 
have been such various and multiplied 
abuses of influence over the rich in the 
bequeathment of their property, that 
the honest man can scarcely trust him- 
self, and the world is willing to trust 
nobody, in the exercise of such influ- 
exe. Yet, to a certain extent, it is 
‘Madoubtedly the duty of ministers of 
the Gospel to undertake this nice and 
tothankful office. It cannot be denied 
that they are bound to inculcate charity 
ad beneficence upon all, but more 
Specially upon those who have in the 
test proportion the means of prac- 
those virtues. Experience too 
inly confirms what our Lord pre- 
dicted, that few are less willing to do 
geod than those who are most exten- 
ively possessed of the power. The 
happy exceptions which occasionally 
themselves, serve only to set 
ma clearer light the truth of the gene- 
mlassertion. There are many causes 
{ the Seipctnntinn of the wealthy - 
out their possessions in good works 
during theif lifetime. Without entering 
into the consideration of these, of which 
tome must be alluwed to be almost in- 
wperable to flesh and blood, we may 
ttely take it for granted that they do 
t, and reason upon the assumption 
ofwhat every man’s senses can assure 
B, that they do operate, to the limita- 
of charitable and benevolent acts 
below the extent which our Saviout has 
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assigned for them. It is a natural and 
a fair question, Should no endeavour be 
made, if not to remove, to remedy, this 
erroneous practice? If the wealthier 
portion of mankind cannot be prevailed 
on to make the proper use of their 
riches while they live, must they be 
considered as utterly out of the juris- 
diction of the laws of charity? May 
not the property which ought to have 
been applied to the purposes for which 
God gave it, before, be still recovered 
for those uses at the hour of death? 
May not that which has been accuma- 
lated by a neglect of the divine com- 
mand ‘to do good and distribute, or 
by niggardliness in the exercise of en- 
joined benevolence, be claimed as the 
lawful property of the needy and desti- 
tute? Surely, there is no reasonable- 
ness in the supposition that because a 
man has throughout his life betrayed 
the trust committed to him by his 
Maker, and wronged a portion of man- 
kind who had just claims upon-his 
bounty, he should be encouraged or 
permitted to go out of the world with- 
out an attempt at restitution. The 
clergyman is the ambassador of Christ 
to men, charged with the promulgation 
of his laws, and with the duty of pro- 
moting their fulfilment by mankind. 
He is, so to speak, intrusted with the 
interests of God and Christ, and it is 
his duty to see that these are not neg- 
lected or encroached on. Why, then, 
should he not lay claim to that portion 
of the possessions of a dying man of 
wealth which ought to have been appro- 
priated by him to the fulfilment of the 
will of God, in promoting the happi- 
ness of mankind ? 

The world will doubtless exclainr 
against an interfer_ace of thiskind. It 
has reason soto do. What is claimed for 
God, is taken from the world. Whatis 
devoted to the relief of the distressed, the 
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succour of the afificted, the spread ofthe 
Gospel, the advancement of religion, is 
all subtracted from the disposeable fund 
of vanity and folly. But this should be 
an additional inducement tothe servant 
of Christ to undertake an office im it- 
self unpleasant. He not only dis- 
charges his duty to kis Master, but at 
the same time ke inflicts a blow upon 
his adversary. 

The question is whether what un- 
doubtedly belongs to God, and as un- 
questionably was intended by him to 


do good to men, shall be claimed for ° 


him, and applied to that high and holy 
end, or be quietly transferred to the 
vice of this world, to be applied to the 
support of its lying vanities, if not to 
the increase of sin and misery. The 
eharacter of the expectants of a rich 
man’s property has nothing to do with 
the decision of this question. A thou- 
sand contingencies may remove it from 
their controul, or destroy their good 
intentions. The. very possession of 
wealth insensibly works a change 
which is disadvantageous to the inter- 
ests of religion. It can hardly be ex- 
pected that the heir of an estate, or the 
lecatee of a deceased eapitalist, should 
entertain a proper notion of his ac- 
eountability to God fer his new acqui- 
sitions. At all events, the same causes 
will operate to prevent, or to reduce 
the limits of his charity, which worked 
upon his predecessor.—He has no 
prior right to what, if the person of 
whom he inherits had done his duty, 
could never have been left to him. 
There is, therefore, no interference 
with his claims, if the minister of Christ 
attempts a recovery of that portion for 
his Master’s service. 

Respect for the character of the rich 
should have still less influence in pre- 
venting a clergyman’s endeavours to 
procure’ a testamentary remembrance 
of the poor and needy whether spiritu- 
ally or temporally destitute. Ut is no 
imputaticn of unusual apathy or covet- 
ousness, to remind a man of his duty 
in this respect. Unfortunately the 
prevalence of motives counteracting 
charitable dispositions is far too great 
to leave their operation uncommon or 
peculiarly disgraceful. In reminding 
an aged man of wealth of his duty to 
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the poor, he is treated as @ man, and 
supposed to have acted as, in like cir- 
cumstances, a majority of mankind 
would have acted. He is considered ag. 
disqualified by almost insuperable hin. 
drances from judging of his own con. 
dition and obligations. He — 
solicited to examine his account wi 
his Maker for the goods intrusted to 
him, and to settle it quickly, before he 
be called to judgment. 

The conclusion from the preceding 
premises is manifest. The clergyitian 
who suffers fear of worldly censure, 
false delicacy with respect to inierler. 
ing with the claims of heirs: and 
tees, or dread of giving offence: 
individuals themselves, to prevent him 
from reminding the rich among his 
flock of the duty of remembering reli 
gious and charitable institutions imthe 
testamentary disposition of their pr- 
perty, neglects a portion of his duipas 
an ambassador of God. He betrays 
the interest of his Master, and rendets 
himself, by his silence, an i 
of these who misuse his gifts. 


UUs. 


;————___} ) 
For the Christian Journal, 
Domestic Missions. % 

Messrs. Eprtors, a = 

Ir appears by a’ printed cirdilar 
of the bishop and assistant bish 
Pennsylvania, and by -accompaily 
resolutions of the Society in that dio- 
cese for the Advancement of Chris 
tianity, that fresh efforts are to be there 
put forth for the cause of missions within 
their own bounds. That society 
for many years, it is believed, 
in that line; but the establishment and 
location in Philadelphia of the Genetal 
Missionary Society of our church, in 
eliciting, in its behalf, so much I 
berality and energy, produced the m- 
fortunate effect of seriously curtailing 
their means of usefulness at home. 
The best wishes of the friends of ovr 
church must be with them in this wel 
directed effort to revive so good a 
work. And it cannot be doubted that 
by the blessing of God upon the le 
bours thas recommenced, and upon 
the diligent and faithful episcopal care 
and supervision which that diocese 
enjoys, it will soon present one of the 
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most flourishing portions of our Zion. 
Phere is a tendency in the present 
day to underrate the value of do- 
gestic missions, or to suffer attention 
to them to be superseded by the im- 
posing pomp and circumstance with 
which the vigorous prosecution of the 
foreign cause is surrounded. There 
isdanger of the humble and laborious 
domestic missionary’s account being at 
best but coldly and decently received, 
though it tells of much that the Lord 
has done, and bears strong testimony 
tothe power of his grace, if the at- 
tention is also called to stories from 
afar, or to speeches and reports, 
decking inal the blazonry of elojuence 
md fancy, operations certainly not 
more conducive to the honor of God 
aod the good of men. 
(if there is an object on which the 
@ind of the true Christian will delight 
todwell, as calling forth his devoutest 
prayers, his most willing aid, and his 
Most vigorous and persevering efforts, 
itis, that where God’s name is known 
aod professed, and the religion of the 
Gospel is acknowledged, they should 
be rescued from the skame, reproach, 
aad blasphemy, which are brought 
pon them by the wide-spreading and 
—_ influence of irreligion, im- 
lity, and vice: it is, that commu- 
naming the name of Christ, may 
be destitute of the blessed means 
provided by the religion of Christ 
fr renewing their hearts after the 
image of God, and for the sanctifying 
aad saving influences of Almighty 
it is, that the enemy may have 
ily less and less cause to point to 
Christian communities as proof of the 
litlethat Christianity can do in pro- 
Moting virtue and morals. If there is an 
tbject on which the mind of the true 
¢hurchman,who understaodshischurch, 
and loves it for its intimate and unrival- 
led connexion with the Gospel, and 
Who has felt its doctrines, order, and 
trvices, to be indeed genuine and suc- 
cessful means of spiritual renovation 
md sanctification—if there is an ob- 
feet on which the mind of such an one 
Will delight to dwell, as calling forth 
outest prayers, his most willing 
aid, and his most vigorous and perse- 
Yering efforts, it is, that when so much 


of superficial religious excitement is 
abroad, so much of zeal unrestrained 
by the true knowledge of Christ and of 
his Gospel, and so much of a desire to 
be incessantly doing in the supposed 
cause of religion, with a total disregard 
of the evangelical decency and order 
with which the Gospel requires that 
all things should be done, and when, 
consequently, the scoffer and «he blas- 
phemer are so much encouraged in the 
malignant satisfaction of reproaching 
the name of Christ, no means be left 
untried to spread the knowledge, in- 
crease the numbers, and streagthen 
the influence, of that church. For, 
like the God whom it serves, it is‘a 
church of order; in its ministry the 
apostolic succession is preserved un- 
broken; in its doctrines the blessed 
Gospel of Christ is maintained in all 
its purity and integrity; and in its 
services, while the sinner is humbled 
in the deepest and most self-abasing 
contrition for his offences, aud the 
Saviour exalted as thesonly and the 
all-sufficient refuge of the penitent 
and believing, while the most im- 
portunate cries for mercy are directed 
to its only source, and the most ani- 
mating hallelujahs are provided for 
the blessed experience of evangelical 
comfort, peace, and joy, there is yet, 
throughout, the holy unction of Gospel 
order, and a check to those extrava- 
gances of fanaticism,and that wild mis- 
rule of ungoverned feeling, which so 
much dishonour God, do such serious 
injury to our holy faith, and involve 
their subjects in such fatal delusions. 
If, too, there is an object which 
should come home to the heart of 
every member of our church, who 
‘loves the Lord Jesus Chirist in since- 
rity, it is, that that indifference which, 
having no choice among the forms, 
and little among the doctrines, con- 
nected with religion, or regarding them 
as undeserving of ouch or serious at- 
tention, is so insidiously attacking the 
most precious articles of Gospel faith, 
either directly, or through the medium 
of their most powerful and efficient 
guards, should be’ met by a propor- 
tioned effort to extend that church in 
whose distinctive principles, and in 
whose institutions and services, are 
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provided the most effectual means of 
preserving in its integrity, the system 
of evangelical faith and piety. 

And if our hearts are warmed by the 
genuine influence of Christian kindness 
and love, if the blessed doctrine of * the 
communion of saints” has its due ef- 
fect upon us, our sympathies must be 
awakened for the members of our own 


household of faith, who, having, in the - 


course of Providence, emigrated to va- 
rious parts of our widely extended 
country, are too few and feeble to 
provide, without aid, for the establish- 
ment among them of the institutions 
and services of their own church. 
What duty can be of higher obligation 
than to minister to ‘heir necessities, and 
provide them with the means of wor- 
shipping the God of their fathers in the 
way which their understandings tell 
them is most for his honour, and 
which their hearts bear testimony 
has no rival in aptness to produce 
the sanctifying practical influence of 
Gospel worship? Let it not be 


said that they may haye worship, 
et. and ordinances, in other 
ms. 


The true churchman, who un- 
derstands the connexion between his 
church and the Gospel, will never re- 
gard as a substitute for her provisions, 
a ministry, doctrines, ordinances, and 
worship, other than ber own. 

That is a very imperfect view of 
Christian obligation, which, in a coun- 
try and church situated as our’s are, can 
rank any department of the great cause 
of missions higher in value, and of more 
imperious and pressing obligation, than 
the domestic The sentiment, perhaps, 
may not be popular; but it is believed 
to be in full accordance with the ge- 


nuine spirit and principles of the Gos-' 


pel. And the writer must be allowed 
solemnly to protest against a style 
of expression on this subject of which 
no small use has been made; and the 
honest meaning, if not the intended ap- 
plication, of which, is, that the want of 
great zeal for foreign missions is evi- 
dence of a want of the spirit of the 
Gospel, and that nothing efficient is, or 
can be, done for other religious ob- 
jects, unless flowing from main devo- 
tion to this. Such inferences have no 
foundation in a true view of human na; 
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ture, are not justified by facts, and cep. 
tainly are not the necessary fruit of the 
genuine spirit and temper of the 

I admit, to the full extent, the obli. 
gation lying upon the church of Christ 
to * preach the Gospel to every crew 
ture,” and gratefully acknowledge the 
precept as a most merciful provision for 
the best interests of the human race, 
The discharge of the duty, however, is 
divided into as many parts as there are 
portions of mankind to be benefited by 
it. It has been well observed that 
the cause of missions is one, whether 
foreign or domestic. Hence it*fo- 
lows, that that cause is promoted byla- 
bours in either line; and the choiceas 
to which shall command the-chief a 
tention must be governed by the seri- 
ous consideration, which is the most 
feasible, and which, under existingir- 
cumstances, urges the most powerful 
claim. This is to be chosen as the 
sphere indicated by Providence forthe 
discharge of each one’s proper share of 
the general obligation. It is no more 
the duty of every Christian to promote 
missions over the whole world, than it 
is the duty of every Christian minister 
to go to the ends of the earth, and 
preach the Gospel to every man whom 
be can find. But it is the daty of 
Christian, and of every Christian 
nister, to do what in him lies, wi 
his proper sphere, to make the 
known to all. And we may rest well 
assured that he who bends his undivid- 
ed efforts to counteract the extensive 
influence, in our own country, of vice 
and irreligion, of infidelity, heresy,and 
schism, and of spiritual confusion and 
disorder, and to extend to the thou- 
sands who are perishing around us for 
the want of them, the inestimable blest 
ings of the religion and church of the 
Redeemer, and gives to these objects 
duly proportioned zeal, devotion, and 
liberality, is most faithfully discharging 
his part of the great duty of spreading 
the Gospel throughout the world. 

The object of these remarks, is sim- 
ply to vindicate those who think that 
they can do God better service by de 
voting themselves to the cause of reli- 
gion at home than abroad, from the ia 
sinuations, not always obscurely made, 
of their being destitute of the trye sp! 
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ritof the Gospel ; and to urge the for- 
mer upon the members of our church, as 
their first and chief duty; and one to 
which, if, in the circumstances wherein, 
by God’s providence, we are placed, 
they give their whole attention, they 
do no wrong to the most extensive 
daims of the cause of the Gospel ; pro- 
yided that attention be given heartily, 
gealously, and with a full allowance of 
its claims upon their exertions, their 
liberality, and their prayers. Let all 
the zeal, the efforts, and the munifi- 
cence, which are their due, be given to 
domestic missions, and a proper regard 
be paid to their claims upon the prac- 
tical influence of the true love of God, 
and of real devotion to the cause of 
Christ; and the sincere Christian will 
need no other inducement to go for- 
ward, and stretch every nerve in the 
ution of that holy cause. 
oo? N. L. K. 
ES 
To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 


Domestic Missions, and African Mis- 
sion School. 


GENTLEMEN, 

In a former communication I ex- 
spressed myself gratified with the in- 
sgreasing evidences of a warmer Zeal, 
and more general and vigorous effort 
‘among churchmen, in behalf of the 


‘spiritually destitute. I trust in God, 
that these evidences are not soon to be 
wholly overcast ; although, from recent 
observation, I am forced to the decided, 
but painful conviction, that they are 
fast losing their brightness. 

Why are we compelled, gentlemen, 
tohear individuals, who, from an im- 
perative sense of duty, encourage, prin- 
tipally, domestic missions, denounced 
as decidedly hostile, or criminally in- 
different, to the missionary cause? Is 
there any just ground for such denun- 
ciations ° If there be, let it be publicly 
exposed ; or presented in some tangi- 
ble shape, that the mark may be dis- 
tinctly seen upon the guilty individuals, 
If there be not, the charge is unchris- 
tian and calumnious ; and he who pre- 
fers it, should be made to feel, that the 
class of churchmen, clerical and lay, 
whose Christian characters he thus as- 
tails, will not permit it in silence ; that 
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they value too dearly the cause they 
have espoused, to allow of its suffering 
with themselves. 3S 

Whoever would sustain a charge of 
default, with respect to the cause of 
missions, against his brethren, must 
make good one of two positions ;— 
either that they are not interested in 
the subject; or that their interest has 
given to their efforts an improper and 
unscriptural direction. 

Examine the individuals complained 
of, on the first point ;—inquire whether 
they are indeed uninterested, or less 
interested than their accusers, in the 
great subject of sending the Gospel to 
the destitute. 

In our estimation, the only method 
by which we can arrive at the trath 
demanded in this inquiry, is to adopt 
the criterion, by which our blessed 
Lord ..would, in every case, have us 
judge of the actual existence of genuine 
Christian sensibility—* By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” There may be 
much said, said publicly, warmly and 
eloquently ;—but professions are often 
empty and valueless. They ma 
the mere language of the tongue. 
language of the heart is action. When 
an individual has drunk deeply at the 
pure and living fountain of Christian 
benevolence, it is manifest in his mul- 
tiplied and unobtrusive acts of charity. 
To their acts, therefore, we must have 
recourse, in order to estimate duly the 
real amount of heartfelt interest, which 
the advocates for missions at home 
possess in the well being of the igno- 
rant and needy. 

In any litigated question, compari- 
sons are always invidious. We have 
no wish, therefore, to bring either indi- 
viduals or congregations into unholy 
collision upon the present subject. But 
when charges are repeatedly and per- 
tinaciously made against any class of 
professing Christians, it is no more 
than justice, surely, that every honour- 
able and Christian method should be 
allowed them in defence. | 

Now, gentlemen, how do the mis- 
sionary efforts of those, in our church, 
charged with criminal apathy and neg- 
lect, compare with such as have been 
put forth by those chiefly interested 
and engaged in foreign operations? 
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From the constant spirit and tone of 
their remarks, it would be supposed 
thathe contrast must be confounding 
to us. A recent statement in the 
Cuurcn Recister, however, may 
serve to calm our apprehensions, while 
it furnishes an abundant answer to this 
inquiry. As it shows, by @ detail of 
facts, that the diocese of New-York, 
which is looked upon as the very heart 
of callousness to the missionary cause, 
is actually doing more, for this cause, 
than all the other dioceses together. 
And did we feel quite clear, as to the 
propriety of descending to further par- 
ticulars, it might be shown that the 
contributions to various missionary 
funds, of. a. siggle parish in this city 
during the past year, equalled those of 
all the congregations in this diocese, 
whose rectors are known to be princi- 
pally solicitous for the success of fo- 
reign missions. But we forbear—as 
we have no fear of a disposition among 
our aceusers to push this inquiry fur- 
ther. Judging then from their acts, 
the advocates for home missions at 
least lose nothing by comparison with 
athers, in regard to the interest they 
Fett ia the welfare of the destitute ;—al- 
though their effurts are far behind their 
duty. 

The other point to be discussed is, 
whether the efforts of this portion of 
the charch are directed into an impro- 
per channel?—or whether they could 
be more profitably engrossed than they 
are at present? This question must 
be tried by the merits of the case, 
What this man feels, of that man 
feels upon the subject, weighs little 
with us. Feeling, unswayed by rea- 
son, is always an unsafe standard. We 
may easily, by yieldiag to this, ¢rain 
ourselves to any course, Only keepa 
subject before the imagination ;—let it 
dwell in the fancy, unceasingly occupy 
the thoughts and engross the conversa- 
tion, and it will soon monopolize the 
feelings and affections ; and assume, in 
our view, an importance paramount to 
every other consideration. But such 
interested and partial views of things 
must not be suffered tobias us in the 
present decision. 

Two objects are now before us; 
both of which are, to the Christian, 
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highly interesting and important. The 
question is; w , in Our own par. 
ticular circumstances, that of domestic 
missions ¢an, upon reasonable and 
Gospel grounds, be allowed a prepon 
derance in our minds? We are 
those who candidly and advisedly thi 
it can. It will not be doubted tha 
much, very much remains tv be done 
at home. The first inquiry is, whether 
what thus remains is sufficient to en. 
gross all the resoufees we can at pré 
sent command? Now, gentlemen, we 
have it in our power to-show, that-for 
twenty years past, (which period is 
regarded as the bright era of Christian 
enterprize,) our efforts have been very 
far from keeping pace with the im 
creasing wants of this country ; that 
at this moment, after all that has been 
accomplished, these claims upom our 
sympathy and bounty are more namer- 
ous in proportion to our means of ay 
swering them, than they were twenty 
years ago. What does this evince but 
that we need all our resources at home! 
We know it will be said, that by arous- 
ing a spirit in favour of foreign opera- 
tions, we most effectually*secure the 
interests of those of a domestic charac- 
ter. But this we. think. at. variance 
with matter of fact. Were we called 
upon merely to furnish funds for these 
extended purposes, the point would as- 
sume quite another form. But the 
deficiency which at present cramps 
and fetters our exertions is nut so much 
a deficiency in funds, as in active, 
self denying clergymen! What then 
are the facts in relation to this ques- 
tion, Look into the education reports 
of that. denomination of Christians 
where the operation of a spirit decid 
edly in favour of foreign missions, has 
been fully tested and: felt. There, 
complaints on almost every page meet 
the eye, that notwithstanding the great 
number of clergy which their seminaries 
annually send forth, many, very many 
of the parishes within the limits of their 
presbyteries are left destitute of the 
bread of life. If such be the fact in a 
denomination of Christians where the 
clergy are so numerous, what must it 
be with respect to ourselves? 

Frem the slight knowledge we have 
of the principles that govern human 


[Noi 
























































FEETEPEE 7 








ts 



































































































































December, 1828.] 


ature in its best yrs = cannot 
ive the force of this argument so 
vam weed in behalf of a mis- 
sions. dily can we conceive that 
the more we become interested in a 
icular object, the more we shall 
feel the necessity of aiding it; but 
how that the attentions being drawn 
of, and fixed upon a distant object, 
should exert a favourable influence on 
the interests of omé néar at hand, -re- 
iiains to us a mystery? But even ad- 
mitiing that, what appears to us so 
great a paradox, is capable of proof, 
yet this supposed benefit could be rea- 
fized only in the case of collecting 
funds; but funds of themselves alone can 
avail nothing in the great work of con- 
verling sinners; the coffers of the 
wealthy may be opened ever so widely, 
and still the destitute abroad remain un- 
blest with the treasures of divine wisdom; 
for we have no clergymen who are not 
at this moment needed in our own land. 
Every clergyman, therefore, who now 
leaves our Shores, leaves a scene of 
inost pressing duty /—leaves, we do 
not say a wide field of spiritual destitu- 
tion on the north, on the west, and on 
the south, where the foot of a Gospel 
minister never trod ; but leaves multi- 
tudes of his own kindred and household 
famishing for the word of life ;—leaves 
perishes already formed, and prepared, 
and painfully anxious to secure among 
them the stated ministrations of the 
Gospel. Increase, then, the interest 
for distant operations, and you propor- 
tionably diminish the number of our 


clergy, whose services, under circum- © 


stances of the most imperious na- 
ture, are claimed at home! In what 
way this is to bear favourably upon 
the interests of domestic missions, we 
are wholly at a loss to conceive. Faith- 
ful and devoted missionaries are yet to 
be raised up, and in far greater num- 
bers than they have hitherto been fur- 
hished, before any can set their faces 
toward the heathen, without turning 
away from scenes of spiritual want and 
Wretchedness, which, in our view, have 
the first and most urgent claims upon 
their regard. 

Will it be said, that the situation of 
the heathen in distant lands has in it 
more to awaken the solicitude and 
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sympathy of the Christian, than the 
situation of the destitute in our own 
country? Are they more sinful than 
we? More deeply cursed with those 
depraved appetites and affections which 
are hurtying sinners tothe chambers of 
death? Or, are they likely to meet, at 
last, a dom more intolerable than they 
who die impenitent on these favoured 
shores? In order to evince a scriptu- 
ral conviction of the awful depth ef 
human depravity, and the awful turpi- 
tude of human guilt, if it indéed need- 
ful for us to embark in the cause of 
foreign missions? Let such answer 
this interrogatory as may first take an 
enlarged and deliberate view of the 
actual wants of our own land;‘of the 
cloud of .spiritual ruin that seems to 
overhang so great a portion of those 
who are nurtured on the soil of Ame- 
rica, and boast of having gained their 
political redemption! Yes, gentle- 
men, we are charged with inadequate 
views of our fallen nature; and with 
want of proper Christian sensibility, 
because we refuse to look abroad, while 
there remain at home, within the 

of the United States, sections of thickly 
inhabited country, of more than a hun- 
dred miles extent, where the voice ofa 
Protestant clergyman has never been 
heard /—to say nothing of the *hun- 
dreds of parishes in our most flourish- 
ing dioceses, who are at this moment 
appealing to us to aid them in obtain- 
ing the services of a Gospel minister !— 
not only to obtain these, but to save 
themselves from being overwhelmed 
with error in its most cheerless and ap- 
palling forms ! 

But, if we neglect the destitute within 
our borders, who will befriend them ? 
who supply their necessities? Other 
nations possessing ampler means, and 
having among them the Gospel more 
widely diffused, are e d with a 
laudable zeal in behalf of the heathen. 
The voice of Heber has been heard for 
them on the shores of Britain ; and an- 
swered in a manner worthy of all 
praise. But if we are indifferent to the 
spiritual wants and distresses of our 
needy brethren, no Heber will appeal 
in their behalf. They must perish with 
hunger ! /' 

ow often is the name of that illus- 
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trious prelate employed to lend interest 
and excitement to the subject of foreign 
missions! But could his happy spirit, 
burning with seraphic zeal for the 
needy, now be permitted to visit our 
shores; could it hover over the waste 
places of our Zion; mark the igno- 
rance, error, and infdelit from 
neglect, so alarmingly 3 could 
it range through the vast regions of 
destitution that lie within »the re- 
mote boundaries of our country, 
and those that stretch . themselves 
thence to the furtherest verge of our 
continent; could it take in at a single 
glance all this spiritual desert—-would 
it not say to us, Your duty is at home? 
Would it not appeal, and in a voice 
more stirring and pathetic than ever 
aroused the spirit of England, appeal to 
every American churchman to awake 
and redouble bis efforts in behalf of the 
perishing at his own doors ; would it 
not entreat the friends of missions to 
put forth a liberal hand in aid of exer- 
tions now so laudably making to give 
Florida, and the West, the blessings of 
the: l of peace? Would it not 
say to our accusers, You are in error ; 
your censures are unjust and unchris- 
tian? 

But | forbear these remarks, to give 
place to a brief notice of a subject, well 
and eloquently discussed, in a Sermon, 
by the Rev. Dr. W ainwaiont, of this 
city, preached at Hartrorp, (Conn. ) 
August 10, 1828. This subject and 
sermon should have received an earlier 
notice from us, but for circumstances 
uot within our controul. We hope, how- 
ever, that our lateness may have no 
other effect than to keep up an interest 
already so favourably excited by other 
pertelicals The establishment of the 
AprricaN Mission Scuoon was a well- 
weighed measure. It had been sug- 
gested as highly important,with a deter- 
mination to act upon it, by the Execu- 
vive Commtree of the Domestic and 
F was Missionary Society of our 
chureh, previous to its being carried 
into effect at say = ag Although it 
has respect to a ign obj it 
will wee from the ictlng timacts. 
of the above named » that its 
interests can in no way interfere with 
our missionary operations at home. 


* Gospel in Africa 





“ *But to make colonization 
it is not 9, ee the arts of cir 
society be carried to a vew country; 
Gospel is ‘also needed. I will not Ah 
your understandings and your religious 
principles by arguing this 
know, better than I can declare to you, 
that civilization . without Christianity js 
valueless—nay, you know that the former 
cannot subsist without the latter. To 
civilized, «» country must have religion, 
and this religion must be C 
Now where is Africa, dark, ig: 
norant Africa; where is it to obtain 
blessed gift? How shall they hear 
out a preacher, and how shall ed pron 
except they be sent, and how they 
be sent except by our exertions? All this 
has been felt—the appeal has been made 
—funds have been raised and a 
ed—and still greater sums could be col. 
lected for this noble purpose. But, alas! 
we cannot use what we now hare—we 
cannot obtain missionaries. The want is 
universal. It is felt sensibly in Great. 
Britain as well as in our own country. But 
a short time since, letters were ad 
to different persons from the Church Mis: 
sionary Society, stating that they looked 
anxiously to this country for missionaries, 
catechists, and schoolmasters—they wish- 
ed for pious, intelligent, gnd active men 
of colour for this purpose, and stood pre 
pared to give them an ample 
white man, as we are convinced from meé- 
lancholy proof, cannot endure that clis 
mate; and besides, his colour, which is 
associated with the idea of disease, unfits 
him for usefulness among most of the 
tribes. The call then is loud for Africat 
missionaries throughout the Christiat 
world. Now, to supply this deficiency so 
universally and so deeply felt, the African 
Mission School Society has been proj 
ed. It is not intended to interfere with 
any society already established; nor to 
upon itself, in any degree, the direc- 
tion of missionary eterprises. Its sole ob- 
ject is to select and prepare instruments 
for them. Its hope is in the present 
year, to obtain a few pious and intelli 
young men of colour, and to educate 
with reference to the propagation of the 
The leading object in 
* It will be recolieeted by the readers of the 
Journal, that a colony of free of colour 
from this country has already been established, 
under the name of Liberia, in Africa; with 
the fairest prospects of rexlizing, in relation to 
the blessings o! free government and civilized 
society, all that its most sanguine friends had 
dared to anticipste. The equitable principles, 
on which it has been found that emigration to 
this colony is encouraged, together with its 
present prosperous state, have, it is believed, 
eHieetually silenced the objections which were 
at first made to the measure ; «nd:left nothing 
for its friends to wish but the « 
blessings of the Gospel —Ch——n. 
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God: in simplicity and purity. ‘Learned 
gad accompli ians ate not 
needed for this work; but pious, humble, 
devoted men, deeply instructed ‘in the 
Gospel scheme of salvation, and familiar 
with the oracles of truth in our English 
version—such will make wseful and effec- 
tive missionsries. In addition to this, we 
would give them a knowledge of tlie first 
inciples of the useful sciences and afts; 
vis. botany, mineralogy, sarveying, civil 
sod municipal law, and political economy. 
Nor should the attainment of an adequate 
panval dexterity, in the performance of 
agricultural and mechanical labour, be 
ted. These qualifications may be 
of great importance in aiding the native 
tribes in their approaches to civilization, 
ind. in gaining a desirable influence over 
them. 


“If, by the present undertaking; we can 
a few individuals each year, who 
can be rendered useful in the great work 
of renovating Africa, we should think 
that our society hus occupied ground, at 
t vacant, with a strocture, which, 
Gomevbunble, promises tobe eminently 
serviceable to the cause of civilization and 
Christianity.” 

After this traly able exposition of 
the objects and imp»rtance of the Ar- 
nicaN Mission Scuoon Society, we 
willonly add, that this school is al- 
ready in successful operation at Harr- 
rorp, (Conn.) 

A CHURCHMAN. 


For the Christian Journal. 

[For the following “ brief notices,” which have 
been sometime lying by us, we are inde! ted 
toa valued dent, who, we hope, 
will prosecute the intention, —_ in an 
aécon communicatic sen us, 
from nn, Saag similar pt her se 

Brief Notices of recent Publications. 
“The Clergyman’s Companion, contain- 

ing the Occasional Offices of the Protest- 

ant Episcopal Church, with Prayers suit- 
able 10 be used by the C of the said 

Church in the Discharge of their Paro- 

thial Duties. To which is added, a View 

of the Qualifications and Duties of the 

Clerical. Office, in a Series of Extracts. 

The second edition, considerably enlarged. 

By John Henry Hobart, D: D., Bishop of 

the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 

State of New-York, Rector of Trinity 

Church in the City of New York, and Pro- 

fessor of Pastoral Theology and Pulpit 
loquence it the General Theological Se- 

Minaty. Qvols. 12mo0.” New-York, T. & J. 

Swords. 1828, 


We consider this work a valuable 
Vou. XH 


Brief Notices of révent Publications. 


week plan of educstion should be, to fit 
them:to become teachers of the Word of. 
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acquisition to the clergy of out church, 
and not to the clergy only, but to the 


. laity also; it being a complete assist- 


ant to thé fortnet, and furnishing to the 
latter @ collection of prayers for almost 
every station and circumstance in life. - 
The extracts relating to the qualificas 
tions ahd dutie# of the clerical office, 
which occupy the second volume, whilé 


peculiatly important to the clergyman 
and candidate for orders, will be read 
with great interest by devout Chris- 
tians generally, whom they will pro- 
fitably instfoct in orany important 
points of their faith. 


“ An Address, delivered to the Studerita. 
of the General Wheological Seminary of 
the Protestant Episcopsl Church, in the 
Chapel of the said Seminary, in the City 
of New-York, on Stinday, the 27th of Ja- 
nuary, A D. 828. John Henry Ho- 
bart, D. D, Bishop of the Protestant Epig- 
copa) Church’ in the State of New-York, 
and Professor of Pastoral Theology and 
Pulpit Eloquence in the General Theolo« 

ical Seminary, &c.* New-York, T. & Je 
words. - 1828. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe 
that this address is presented in’ the 
same happy ahd correct manner which 
characterizes all the writings of Bishop 
Hobart. One or two short extracts 
will illustrate this sentiment. The pro« 
fessor is pressing on the students the 
preservation and increase of personal 
piety. 

“1 trust that your fritiate toomé ard 
the seats of your intercourse wnh the 
Father of your spirits, of your devout 
meditations on his periectonsy Cecily 


on the pongo ge of meen 

at mystery of pe are) on 
awe Christian duti€s a fata a I 
trust that some time is dai 
to the reading of the sacred volumé, not 
only as scholars and as critics to settle 
doutbtful constructions, to unravel diff. 
culties, to illustrate beauties and excel. 
Jencies, but in all hdmitity and solicitudé 
as sinneré, to find there the light that is 
to lighten your spiritual ness, the 
mercy that is to appease your guilty con> 
sciences, the grace that is to renew 
disordered souls, the divine es 
which are to refresh the path’ of your ong 
fri , and’ to condact you to the 
hess of joy in the heavenly mansions of 
your God. And: especially let mie hope, 
that your hearts ure often raised from ihe 
critical or instructive page, from the 
walks of rélaxation, or of business, from 


we oy of innocent social enjoyment, 
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of 
the _ 
te Soreetaonge | 
bitterness of sorrow, bending to 
blessing of his departing’ 


to a, ae celebrating 
in silent their tions; im- 
ploring in,secres supplication their pardon, 
succour, and pF toy and fixing your 
py ire desires, and aspirations on 
that heavenly heme, to which the jou 
of life is to conduct you, ‘and which will 
shine with the perfection of divine know- 
and be filled with the fulness of 
divine bliss.” 

Again, yar ayes faithfulness in 
their sacred calling, he says— 

«Settle now in your minds, if it be nos 
already settled, the deeply important ques- 
tien— er the doctrine and prescrip~ 
tions of ‘our church be agreeable to the 
commands of God. If, unfortunately, they 
appear to you not of this character, in- 
stahtly relinquish your intention of enter- 
— ministry. We shall lament your 
defection, but revere your honesty. If 
liereafter, when clothed with her commis- 
sion, this shoukl became your conviction, 
remove yourself from her fold. We shall 
then Jament your defection, but revere 
your honesty. But with what far different 
emotions must the conduct of those 
sons be viewed who enter the ministry of 
our church determined to inculcate and 
to countenance, or having assumed her 
ministry, do inculcate or countenance, 

ines and practices alien to her pure 
primitive system, and calculated to 
subvert it.” 

“The Man of God : a Sermon, preached 
in St. Thomas’ Church, in the City of New- 
York, at the Institution of the Rev. George 
Upfold, M.D., into the Rectorship of the 
said Church, on Thursday, the 6th of 
March, 1828. By John Henry Hobart, 
D. D., Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of New-York, Rector 
of Trinity Church in the City of New- 
York, and Professor of Pastoral Theology 
and Pulpit Eloquence in the General 
Theological Seminary.” New-York, T.& 
J. Swords. 1828. 


‘What an impression does this title 
eonvey of the character, the duties, and 
théresponsibility of the minister of the 
Gospel!” With this solemn and im- 
pressive exclamation, does the bishop 
commence his exposition of the charac- 
ter of the faithful pastor, to whom 
might be justly applied the emphatic 
appellation of the apostle—The Man 
of God. And in delineating this cha- 
racter, arduous and difficylt as is the 
task, the author has been most fortu- 
nate. We shall make but one extract. 

“At the bed of the dying, whata 
does the man God often beheld co leet 





ther soothing the dying agonies of a sister 
beloved ;. . ae receiving ‘the 

sigh of a brother dearer to her 

Oh! the spirit of the man of God is melt. 
ed into grief, and he too weeps. Buthe 
forgets not that his is the high officetp 
shed light and comfort on this scene of 
woe. Sorrow not, children of affliction, 
as those that have no hope ; those that 
steep in Jesus will God bring with him; 
their corruptible having put on i 
tion, and their mortal immortality. 
thou departing soul—in this last trial, 
not from thy Saviour. Commend 

te him who is mi to sustain 


this the hour of death, in the day of 4 


ment—him, the resurrection and 

who hath ised that they who believe 
in him never dic. To the blest place 
of the departed he will conduct thy soul; 
from the tomb of corruption he will raise 
thy mortal part ; it shall put on glory and 
immortality at the resurrection at the last 
day: ity shall be swallowed yp of 
life ; thou shalt be for ever with the Lop 
Oh! what Offices more benign, moe ten- 
der, more exalted, than those of the man 
of God at the bed of the dying Christian” 


“An Address, delivered at the Com 
mencement of the General Theologicat 
Seminary of the Protestant Epi 
Church in the United States; held in St 
John’s Chapel, in the City of New-York, 
on the 27th day of June, 1828. Wil. 
liam White, Ls D., Bishop of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in P 
Publi ut the Request of the Trus- 
tees.” New-York, T.& J. Swords. 1828. 

Every thing emanating from fers 
of the venerable senior bishop of U 
Protestant Episcopal Church, receives 
additional interest from the considera- 
tion of the purity of a long life devoted 
to the service of his God, and identified 
with all the momentous concerns of 
that church. Ard we venture to sj, 
the sentiments delivered in this address 
will not disappoint the views of the 
oo We will make but ares | 

t forms a note appended to 

dress. The bishop is speaking of the 
prevent season of religious | 

ity, and while cautioning against the 
extravagances so prevalent in what 
are termed revivals, he declares that 
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) aught to 

the duty of himself of 

; circumstances for the as 
fiiners “to Tepentante, and for the 

Hetding of the kingdom of the Re- 


in every way in which the pro- 
ce of God may present an open- 


“The expression ‘revival,’ applied te 
vion, being rendered indefinite by the 
ariety Of forms in which it appears, 
may be propriety, in the author’s de- 
ing of his sense of the distinction be- 
tween the use and the abuse of it. 
“Exercises professedly religious, but, 
festing less either af the operation of 
F intellectual faculty, or of affections 
by the acknowledged graces of 
: Gospel, than of the excitement.of ani- 
wl organization, and extended princi- 
by the power of sympathy, are not 
understood undef the term in ques- 
a. In the New Testament, there are 
secords of occasions, when, from the con- 
currence of circumstances, 
there issued excitements of religious sen- 
sibility and of disposition to religious in- 
quiry, without the notice of amy such ac- 
yment: as when the Baptist ad- 
pessed the crowds attendant on his mi- 
ry; as when our Saviour delivered to 
# concourse of peeple his sermon on the 
Mount; as when he worked a miraculous 
provision for the five thousand ; and, as 
on the preaching of St, Peter, there 


added to the church about three 
re souls. If, inexercises so differ- 







from any thing found in these in- 
there are to be confessed the out- 
Pettings of the Spirit; the Christian 
carch must surrender the ministry and 
the sacraments; which have been denied 
under such displays as those referred to, 
and must be distracted by contrary views 
of the doctrines of grace; each of opposite 
sides setting up the plea of an outpouring 
athe Spirit; so ditferent from the effu- 
gion noticed in Scripture, which was to 
jide to-afk truth. 

“Farther, if, under such ‘influences, 
there be disrégard of the deing of sll 
eevansedy and in order; especially, 
ia the Episcopal Church, if there be the 
i@roduction of self-constituted mini 


violation of her prohibition; or if, in 


tions under her own ministers, 
whether in churches or elsewhere, her ser- 
viees are superseded by devotions fot re- 
tognized in her institutions, to the neg- 
Jeet of those prescribed by her; these are 
ee which the address was net designed 


vour, 
““ Independently on these and en all 
other disorders, there arises, sometimes'in 
4 particular neighbourhood, and some- 
times pervading a community, increased 
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attention to those spiritual interestswhich, 
ought at all times to.be the nearest ta. the 
affection: In the excitement ofthis, there 


Spicit of graccy aad, oo hea eeligibes 
rit ace; , 80 re 

affections and holy conduct may be the 
result, they are what the Scriptures call 
his fruit; while any extravagances which 
may accompany them are resolvable into 
human weakness; and are in danger, from 


the neglect of prayer, and of watchfulness 


over the movements of the ‘mind, of’ res 
sulting in a species of profession, which 
is not an adorning of the doctrine of our 


‘God and Saviour; and which even ws 


the hold of moral obligation on the con- 
science. 

“The improvement of any such season® 
of grace as those referred to, was intended 
to be impressed on the minds of the gum 


duates and the pupils.” 


“* A Sermon, preached before the Board 
of Directors of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
opal Church in the United States of 
America, in St. James’s Church, Philadel- 
phia, on Tuesday, May 13,1828. By J. 
M. Wainwright, D. D., Rector of Grace 
Church,. New-York. Published at the 
Request of the Board.” J. Seymour, 1828. 


This sermon is founded upon those 
excellent sentiments of the Royal 
Preacher, (Ecclesiastes xi. 1, 2,)— 
Cast thy bread upon the waters: for 
thou shalt find it afler many days.— 
Give a portion to seven, and also to 
eight; for thou knowest not what evil 
shall be upon the earth.— And we ven- 
ture to say, a more animated appeal 
has seldom been addressed to any reli- 
gious community. Full of his subjeet, 
and fervent in ite cause, the’ reverend 
author pours out his heart’ with anen- 
thusiastic ardour, and presents a mass 
of argument and a flow of eloquence 
both powerful and interesting. 


“ Would we aid missions upon 'proper 
and efficient principles, we must aid them 
because they are means appointed by God . 
for taking perishing sinners from a state 
of condemnation ; for introducing the lost 
sons of Adam into the flock and fold of 
Christ; for extending the triumplis of the 
Nedeemer over sin, Satan, and death ; and 
for peopling the mansions of the blessed 
with pure andrejoicing spirits, who mi 
otherwise have been the hateful and 
pheming subjects of eternal condemnation 
and misery. These are the solemn and 
overwhelming considerations which pre- 
sent the cause of missions in all its ex- 
tended importance, which connect it with 
the awfal sablimities of a futare world, 


864 * Reminiacences—No. IX. “ O fiNetiag 


and which, therefore, are hest calculated 
to rouse the attention of beings acting on 
their responsibility as immortal.” 

It is, however, the cause of foreign 
missions, and of Afriea particularly, 
which is chiefly advocated in this very 
excellent “ Plea for Missions.” And 
although there may well be a difference 
gf opinion among Christians as to the 
propriety or expediency of applying 
ur resources to the aid of the: to- 
reign missionary cause, while so much 
remains to beaccomplished at home, yet 
we are not disposed either to controvert 
or to concede the point. We candidly 
acknowledge our preference for the 
home cause, but at the same dime are 
perfectly willing that others should ex- 
ercise the like liberty, and direct their 
penevolence to the channel by them 
preferred, 


= 


£* A Discourse, on the@ccasion of Form- 
ing the African Mission School Society, 
delivered in Christ Church, in Hartford, 
Connecticut, on Sunday evening, Aug. 1Q, 
1828 By J. M. Wamwright, D.D, Kec- 
tor of Grace Church, New-York. Pub- 
lished at the Request of the Directors of 
the Society,” Hartford, H. & F. J. Hunt. 
ington. 1823. 
The title of this discourse shows 
upon what occasion it was delivered. 
e school was formed at Hartford on 
the 7th of August last. Its object is 
* the education in this country of co- 
loured persons as missionaries, cate- 
chists, and schoolmasters for the Afri- 
can colonies.” In behalf of this cha- 
rity, which we are disposed to look 
upon as a very efficient mean towards 
poop the great object in view, Dr. 
V. has again presented an appeal, ar- 
dent in spirit, and strong in argument. 
We shall make but one extract. Re. 
ferring to the Gospel light which now 
rejeices the islands of the Pacific and 
the South Sea, and under whose blessed 
ipfipence India revives,—amimated too 
with the prospect that his countrymen 
“ wili resolve that Africa shall na 
longer dwell in darkness,”—he pro- 
ceeds :-— ; 
* As « citizen of this country, I can 
Jook at Liberia, and rejoice ut the bene- 


fictai mflyence which the prosperity of 
phat coiony is destmed to exercise upan 
Qur coloured population. As a citizen of 





tinent will 
of civilization. But as « disci 
I can infinitely more rejoice that 
pel is there advancing. I see it carr 
swiftly along the coast of Africa; I see'jt 
penetrating the remotest deserts and fo. 
rests of that benighted continent. [gee 
it demolishing cruel and degrading gu, 
rstitions, overthrowing the “ altars’ of 
oloch, and carrying ‘n its 
Peace, and virtue, and h«ppiness, tot. 
gions where brutal ignorance and vice 
nqw bear sway. In this view, I can al- 
most forget my abhorrence of slavery, | 
can almost feel reconciled to the 
that our forefathers unjustly and cruelly 
tore these hapless people from their 
homes, and brought them to our shores, 
If we can send them back with the Gos. 
pel of Christ, and thus give them, asare- 
ward for their extorted lahours and 
continued sufferings, the pearl of 
price, our guilt will be lessened, and our 
condemnation will be taken away.” 
fe) 
Forthe Christian Journal. 
Reminiscences—No. IX. 
Extracts from Humphrey’s History 
the Society (in England) for 
Propagation of the Gospel in Fo 
reign Parts. 


Sours-Caro.ina, 


s Pur Rev. Mr. Hasell was sent to 
the parish of St. Thomas in 1709. He 
had been formerly employed v the 
society as catechist in Charles Town; 
which office he discharged with dili- 
gence. ‘Uhe first church built here 
(now used for a chapel of ease) was 
called Pomkinhill church, froma rising 
hill of that name, on ‘whicir it, was 
built; it is situate near the river side, 
made of cypress wood, 30 {get square, 
erected abvut the year 1703, at the 
charge of the neighbourhood, and by 
the particular assistance of Sir Na- 
thaniel Johnson. But the parish charch 
of St. Thomas was built of brick, situate 
on a neck of land on the north-west of 
Wandoe River, and south-west of 
Cooper River; in pursuance of an act 
of assembly made in 1706, The foun- 
dation of this church was. laid in 1707, 
and the building finished the gr yf 
Mr. Hasell was the first minister 
this church, elected by virtue, of she 
above mentioned act.” 


_ & The district of Qrange Quarter is 


the world, f "eis elie out anothiet con. 
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gFreach settlement, but in the first 
he Of the country into parishes, 
\ yas part of St. Thomas's esd few 
of the people attended service in the 
English church for want of the lan- 
e. The major part of them usually 

mét together in a small church of their 
own, where they generally made a 
pretty full congregation, when they had 
a French minister amongst them ; they 
were paor, and unable to support their 
minister, and made application to the 
assembly of the province to be made a 
parish, and to have some public allow- 
ance for a minister episcopally ordain- 
ed, who should use the liturgy of the 
church of England, and preach to them 
in French. According!y, they were 
incorporated by the name of the parish 
of St. Dennis, till such time as they 
should understand English. They 
‘ have now a pretty good church, built 
about the time St. Thomas’s was, and 
never had but one minister, Mr. La- 


Pe tn the year 1705, the Rev. Mr. 
Dun was sent to St. Paul’s parish, in 
Colleton county. A small but conve- 
nient brick church was erected about 
the year 1708. It is built ona piece 
of land given by Mr. Edmund Bellin- 
ger, a gentleman of that _parish.”— 
“The Rev. Mr. William Tredwel 
Bull was appointed missionary there in 
1712. He demeaned himself with pru- 
dence and civility, and was so diligent 
‘fn all parts of his pastoral care, that the 
church considerably increased ; and the 
flourishing condition of it at present is 
fauch owing to his labours. In the 
r i721, the vestry laid a petition 
the general assembly, setting 
forth—‘ That the number of the inha- 
bitants, and of the members of the 
‘hurch of England, was so much in- 
ceased, that their parish church was 
too little for them, and that for want of 
toom, some were forced to stand with- 
out the door, and others hang at the 
Windows; and that having agreed 
‘among themselves upon the necessary 
enlargement, they found it would cost 
considerably more than £1,000, when 
tompleted with such decency as be- 
tomes the house of God; that they 
Were willing to contribute to their ut- 
Most, though many of them had beep 
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great sufferers in the Indian war, and 
scarce able to build their own houses 
destroyed in that war. The general 
picks fy generously allowed 


£500, and le Nee Ao 
cheerfully subscribe? £1,000 more, 
Carolina money; with which they 
made a very neat and regular addi- 
tional building to their church, Mr. 
Bull continued, till the year 1723, be 
successful in the discharge of the du 
of his function, and happy in having 
the love and esteem of his parishioners. 
He was obliged to return to England 
on account of some family affairs, 
having resolved to continue here, 
in consideration of his services to the 
church abroad, promoted to a benefice 
here in England. In the year 1724, 
the society sent the Rev. Mr. David 
Standish missionary to this parish; he 
entered upon the duties of his function 
with diligence} and behaved himself so 
as to gain the esteem and love of his 
parishioners. His congregation in- 
creased, and several grown persons de- 
sired and received baptism. He ex- 
tended his labours to other places, 
where there was no minister; particu- 
larly in Edisto-Island, where a large 
number of Churchmen and Anabaptists 
used to meet him. The people of his 
parish made an additional building to 
their church, and were so much satis- 
fied with their minister, that in the 
~ 1727, they purchased a glebe for 
im, of 400 acres of land, joining to the 
church, and very pleasantly situated on 
a large river, about 20 miles distant 
from Charles-Town, with a house 
upon it, and some other necessary 
buildings; Mr. Standish continued di- 
ligent in all parts of his office till the 
year 1728, in which he died. 

“ The inhabitants of Christ church 
parish had not a missionary sent to 
them until the year 1711. However, 
that the people might not be left desti- 
tute of having divine worship celebrat- 
ed, the reverend ihe clergy neighbour- 
ing to this parish, Mr. Commissary 
j= Sher tog Mr. Maule, Mr. Hasell, mis- 


sionaries from the society, and the 
Rev. Mr. Lapierre, gave each a sermon 
monthly at this church, until the so- 
ciety appointed the Rev. Mr. Gilbert 
Jones their missionary there. 


The 
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foundation of Ghrist church was laid in 
1707, and the. public allowance of 
£333 was ex but the building 


was not completed in 1712, when Mr. 
Jones came to this parish. Upon his 
being elected rector of this church, the 

arishi petitioned the general as- 
sembly for a further sum toward finish- 
i their church; £200 more was 

, and the parish raised 
ves about £67 more, with whic 

they finished their church, bought 100 
acres of land for a glebe, and built a 
convenient house and kitchen, at four 
miles distance from the church. Mr. 
Jones set about the duties of his func- 
tion with great diligence and earnest- 
ness; and asthe people had been long 
without a resident minister, there were 
many grown children and persons of 
age unbaptized. He aded them 
to bring their children for baptism, and 
soon after his being settled there, re- 
ceived into the church 136 children, 
besides seven grown persons ; though 
the number of housekeepers then was 
but 105. _ He used also great pains to 
persuade the masters and mistresses to 
assist in having their slaves instructed 
in the Christian faith ; but found this 
good work lay under difficulties as yet 
insuperable. He wrote thus concera- 
ing this matter :—‘ Though labouring 
in vain be very discouraging, yet (by 
the help of God) I will not cease my 
labours, and if] shall gain but one pro- 
selyte, shall not think much of all my 
pains.’ He was not only very labori- 
ous in his cure, but out of a kind regard 
to the poverty of his parishioners, oc- 
casioned by the Indian war, he de- 
clined taking any contributions from 
them, lest some unsettled persons might 
think their religion too dear, and there- 
fore forsake «. He contracted several 
fits of sickness by his constant applica- 
tion, and so impaired his constitution, 
that he was obliged to ask leave from 
the society to conte to England ; the 
society consented, and he returned 
home in 1721, and continued here in 
England. 

“The society sent the Rev. Mr. 
Pownal in his room; he arrived there 
in November, 1722. He acquainted, 
about twe years after, that the number 
of his parishioners was 470 free born, 
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and that there were but few di 
among them; but there were 
700 Sta eae of which a 
t , but very few 
any thing of God or eallabon, 
people wese very sober and i 
ous; he had a full congregation, and 
above 30 communicants, and had 
tized several grown persons. Not 
after, having some affairs in Englan 
which required his presence, he re. 
turned from his parish, and continued 
here. This parish is at present with 
out a missionary, but the society haye 
agreed to send one in a little time. 
“The church of St. Andrew’s is 
situate about 13 miles distant from 


‘Charles-Town, on the south side of - 


Adios River; the parish extends about 
21 miles in length, and sevenin ~— 
and contains about 180 families, 
Rev. Mr. Wood was the first minister 
they had; a very deserving man, as 
Mr. Chief Justice Trott acquainted the 
society: he entered upon this cure in 
the year 1707, but died soon after: the 
rish was long vacant. The Rey. 
t. Taylor was appointed missionary 
there in the year 1711 ; but there arose 
some contentious disputes at first, and 
afterwards an unhappy distaste between 
him and his parishioners, that he was 
desirous to be removed. He accord- 
ingly removed to North-Carolina with 
the society’s permission in 1717. About 
this time the Rev. Mr. Guy, who, af 
ter the desolation of his parish (St. He- 
len’s, Port-Royal) in the Indian war, 
had been sent missionary to Naragan- 
sett, in New-England; returned upor 
account of his health to Carolina, and 
was soon after settled at St. Andrew’s 
instead of Mr. Taylor, He made 
amends by his prudence and courteous 
demeanor for the disobliging condgct 
of his predecessor. His former beh 
viour gained him the general ¢s- 
teem of the people in the country. The 
vestry of this church, therefore, upon 
his arrival, ipvited him to settle with 
them; as he had no parish, he accept- 
ed of their very kind offer ; and the so- 
ciety allowed of his being fixed there, 
upon the vestry’s request, joined to his 
own. He continued to perform his m!- 
nisterial office with good diligence aad 
apccess, This, church was built of 
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, about 40 feet long, 125 trond s 
e was a burying place contiguous 
16 it of about three acres. 4° small 
boarded parsonage house was built, 
about a mile distant from the charch, 
and 26 acres of glebe land bought for 
thé minister ; but there hath been since 
thade an addition of 60 acres of good 
land to this glebe, about the year 1727. 
Mr. Guy was not only careful in his 
own cure, but extended his labours to 
some other places remote, where he 
preached, administered the sacrament, 
and baptized several children, and 
some grown persons. He had such 
audiences generally at the house where 
He preached, that the people finding it 
too little to hold them, began to raise a 
subscription for building achurch. The 
parish church, in the year 1722, be- 
came too small to hold the congrega- 
tion; the people therefore agreed to 
enlarge it, and presently subscribed 
£500. The commissioners appointed 
by the vestry agreed with workmen, 
and prepared materials for building ; 
and the general assembly of the pro- 
vince, the more to encourage them to 
goon, ordered the public receiver to 


pay. out of the treasury the sum of - 


£400, because the subscription money 
of the parish was not sufficient to de- 
fray the charges. The church, as now 
enlarged, is in the form of a cross, be- 
gup in the year 1723, and since carried 

p by the contributions of the parishi- 
oners,”” 


"From the Episcopal Register for October, 1828. 


ln Address to the Thirteenth Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Eastern Diocese, held at Bellow’s Falls, 
in Vermont, September 24th, 1828. 
Barxe permitted, through the Lord’s 
ot goodness, thus to meet you again, 
to lay before you some account 
-* oye cp ponaers — bod 
past, 0 resent state of t 
churches under : 


our care. 
¢Those which, since we last met, I have 
visited, including some few whicly the 


Lord permitting, 1 hope soon to visit, 
ate, or will be all ‘ny Rhode Island, ex- 
St. Paul’s, in Wickford; all in 

N ire, ing Holderness ; 

aad in Maine, with the ion of Gat- 
ter.. In Massachusetts, all but those in 
ter, Salem, Marblehead, New- 

buryport, Lanesborough, Otis, Blanford, 
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and Lenox. In Vermont, ail without ex- 


ception. 

The tule, which from the first I have 
adopted, is, thatevery church, however re- 
mote, shall be visited once in two years; 
and more than two-thirds of the wi 
have I been able to visit every year. W 
1 released from the eare of a parish, or if 
my — resources would admit of 
my employing an assistant in it, 
certainly would’ be to go preston 
whole diocese every year. In such visits, 
the bishops%m our country, and perhaps 
every country, are the most profitably em- 
ployed. Others can write as well, and 
preach as well; but no others can so pro- 
fitably perform these apostolic labours. 
And while we profess to be successors of 
the apostles in our office, we ought to be 
hike them in our labours. 

The number confirmed is 232, whi 
may seem to be small; but our perihes 
are also small, a few excepted; and 
are encouraged, and we believe very few 
are permitted to come to this rite, who, 
so far as man can judge, are not truly 
pious. Evidently the same qualifications 
are necessary for confirmation as for adult 
baptism and for the Lord’s supper. 

During the year, Orange Clark, Joseph 
H. Rice, James H. Tyng, and Benjamin 
Hale, have been received as candidates 

for holy orders. The General Theological 
Seminary is an institution wise and useful. 
I was among the first to bring forward the 
motion - its pene and hope, 
while I live, to be among its supporters. 
But, as must have been capetteds it dimi- 
nishes the numbers of our candidates, and 
causes a loss to this diocese of some of its 
most promising young men. The advant- 
age of sucha seminary must of course be 
far greatest to the diocese in which it is 
located. But we ought to banish from our 
minds all local prejudices and party feel- 
ings—to view our church as one, and re- 
joice that it prospers in any place. Yet we 
are allowed to love ourselves as well as we 
love our neighbours; and we must not 
neglect those who are under our More im- 
mediate care. Whether a seminary for 
instructing our candidates in this diocese 
be practicable, or, all things considered, 
expedient, I shall not venture evemto 
an opinion : but it is our duty, so far as it 
may be in our power, in some to in- 
duce more of the men, w we 
bring forward to the ministry, to labour 
in this diocese. 

The names of those who have been or- 
dained deacons are, William Horton, 
James Everett, and Norris M. Jones; 
of those advanced to the priesthood, ' 

Rev. Messrs. Richard Peck, Moore Bing- 
ham, Lewis M‘Donald, Joseph H. Coit, 
Thomas W. Coit, and George Richardson. 

The Rev. Messrs. Robert B. Drane, Jo- 
seph H. Coit, George Griswold, Moore 





Bingham, and Benjamin B. Smith, have 
taken letters dimissory from this diocese, 
as have also several of our candidates, and 
have removed to other parts. 
‘ church in Gardiner, in the state of 
has been vacant y 79 ben year 
; but happily the Rev. Mr. Mott, who, 
on account of ill heaith, bad ieft this dio- 
cege, has so recovered as to return and 
takesthe charge of that parish, into which 
he hag:been recently instituted. The Rev. 
Lot Jones has atso returned to this dio- 
cese, with the requisite testimonials. 

On the 20th of November I consecrated 
the sew church in Sacu, of the same state. 
It isa handsome edifice, and was in a short 
time erected by the active and praise- 
worthy zeal of the newly formed parish, 
who have uniformly manifested a reason- 
able and decided attachment to the order 
aod worship of our church, and are likely 
Pt ow one of our most respectable pa- 
ri Their persevering zeal is the more 
remarkable, the consideration that 
they have not yet succeeded in settling a 

t ministry among them. The 
ltev. Mr. Potter officiated a while there, 
vauch to the acceptance of the people ; as 
did also the Rev. Mr. Fuller after him: 
but they have both left this diocese. It 
is very desirable that some one should oc- 
cupy that station soon as possible. 

The Rev. Norris M. Jones has been 
some time employed as a missionary in 
Maine. r 

On the 25th of June last, I was at the 
dedication of the new church, called St. 
Andrew’s, in Hopkinton, New-Hampshire. 
In addition to other favouring circum- 
stances, a respectable number of our cler- 
gy attended, and a large congregation of 
people. The next day the Kev. George 
Michardson was admitted to the order of 
priests. Whe sermons, and sacraments, 
and other services, were, it is believed, 

the divine blessing, 
those who were present. The church isa 
very neat and substantial stone edifice, 
erected in a style which does honour to 
the hbemality, and taste, and pious zeal of 
the small parish, by whom, with seme fo- 
reign aid, it has been built. The ladies 
of that parish, though few in number, 
have furmed two missionary societies— 
the one foreign, the other domestic. 

Immediately after our last convention 
in Claremont, | proceeded ‘to visit the 
churches in Vermant. 1 found the new 
parish in Woodstock going forward with 
vigour and zeal. Their new church, thé 
Lord permitting, will be set apart for its 

use on Sunday next. 

ila Bethel, the parish, with their accus- 
aomed piety and zeal, have built a 
scanvenient house for the use of their mi- 
pister, in which the Rev. Mr. Clap resides 
—bis services being now divided between 
Bethel and Woodstock. 


profitable to - 


His labours in that part of the state 
to have been touch blessed; 
of which we had pleasing evidence in see. 
ing 45 persons, with much «appearance of 
sincere devotion, come to ation. Ia 
Fairfield also, on the 7th, the Rev. Moore. 
Bingham was ordained priest; but he hag 
since left his parishes, Sticidon and Fair. 
field, which are now vacant. 
The church in St. Albans, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Nash, is, 
flourishing, and his labours there are bless. 
ed. The Lotd will net forsake a ‘ 
who do so much for his honour Ly 
little flock has done. 
In Shelburne, on the 10th, the Rew 
Lewis M‘Donald was likewise advanced 
to the order, of the priesthood; and 
soon after instituted as minister of thst, 
parish, which the Rev. Mr. Clap had pre 
viously resigned. ‘i 

On the 14th, the beautiful stone edifice 
in Middlebury was consecrated to God's 
holy worship, by the name of St. Stephen's 
church. The services in all respects of 
interest and solemnity, and we trust of 
profit, were not behind those on other like 
occasions. 

In Arlington, on the 18th of the same 
mionth, (October,) the Rev. Joseph H. Coit 
was ordained priest. He also has left that 
parish vacant, and has taken a dismission 
ftom this diocese. + 

In Rhode-Isiand there has been no ma 
terial change. The Sunday schools there, 
and so far as have ascertuined, genefally 
in the diocese, are increasing os becom- 
iig more usefal. The success of these, as 
also of Bible classes and other institations 
vf recent date, are a very great encou- 
ragement to extra exertions in teaching 
the Gospel, and giving youth i 
a knowledge of Christ. We 
very much incline to formality in religi 
duty, and to content ourselves with song 
what decency requites, and others have 
done before us. Evening lectures have, 
in some places, been established with very 
good effect. In villages and towns, these, 
when prudently managed, are highly bene- 
ficial: they give to many an 
of hearing the word of God, whose situa 
tion in life, in a great measure, debars 
them from the more regular seasons of 
public worship. 

In Massachusetts, the Lord continues to 
smile upon our labours; and the churches, 
with some few exeeptions, are prosperous. 
‘The most affecting of these exceptions is 
that in Cambridge. It has pleased the 
Lord, as you well know, to remove from 
them, and from the world, their 
minister, the Rev. George Otis. From his 
learning ts, and increasing piety 
and zeal, our. was that he would be 
long and eminently useful in the ministry. 
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fatthe Lord seeth not as man seeth. In 
this very mournful event he warns us,who, 
through his patient goodness, yet survive, 
tp be more diligent, and “also ready.” 
The state of that church, which by his 
death is left vacant, should be much in 
wr minds and our prayers. 

The church in Marblehead continues 
weant; but we ought still to hope and to 
pay that the Lord may yet smile upon 
that parish, which has been often disup- 
pointed and much discouraged. No peo- 
plewho perseveringly trust in God, and 
sincerely endeavour to do his will, and ob- 
tain his blessing, will be forsaken. The 
parish of Trinity church, in Boston, have 
tuken down that venerable house of prayer, 
where they have so long offered up their 
religious homage, and are engaged in 
@ecting another—a work in which we 
must all rejoice ; though our joy is min- 

d with some painful associations. The 

. Mr. Doane has been elected assistant 
ninister in that church—has accepted the 
invitation, and some time since com 
menced his labours. As the respectable 
pastor of that church enjoys good health, 
other churches more destitute will be, and 
tlready are, benefited by Mr. Doane’s la- 
hours. 

By the great liberality of a few, and 
chiefly of one gentleman, a new church is 
building in Sutton, at the place called 
Wilkinsonville; and to the same indi- 
tidual, whose praise should be in all our 
churches, are we indebted, that the Gos- 
pel has been, for two or three years, 
preached in that place. In several of our 
towns, churches are much needed, and in 
some, we hope, may soon be erected. In 
Taunton, t have much pleasure in adding, 
the work is begun ; and the Rev. Mr. West 
(through whose pious efforts, aided by the 
liberality of several very respectable gen- 
tlemen, the business has been commenced) 
is about to return into this diocese, to 
tuke the parishes of ‘'sunton and Bridge- 
Water under his care. The latter of these 
issmall and weak; but it increases, and 
the people are entitled to great praise for 
persevering ze«l. To encourage them, 
several clergymen of the state generously 
tolunteered their services to supply them 
through the summer, till about this time, 
When it is expected Mr. West will arrive. 

While our clergy profess such zeal for 

, We May with great confidence hope 

t his blessing. A church in Taunton 
will, in all human probability, be a valu- 
ible acquisition, and highly advantageous 
to that beautiful and fast growing village, 
and to an increasing population all around 
it; among whom, it is reasonable to be- 

» many will deem it a great blessing 
have access to our apostolic ministra. 
tions, All the aid which we can give them 
i this noble work, should be readily and 
gladly bestowed, 

Vou. XII, 
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Of the other places where church edi- 
fices are much needed, I would commend 
to the particular attention of our people, 
Northampton and Springfield. Churches 
in those towns especially, would be of pe- 
culiar advantage, not only to our commus 
nion, but, we trust, to the general interest 
of religion. The present is a time when 
the providence of God seems particularly 
to call us to make great exertion to esta 
blish the church in this diocese, and espe- 
cially in Massachusetts, on a permanent: 
and very respectable foundation. Many 
opportunities in times past for building up 
the walls of Zion have been lost. Let it 
not be so again. Let us “strengthen the 
things which remain ;” and bless God that, 
our past negligence notwithstanding, so 
mna»y things of a favourablenature are yet 
remaining. 

The Rev. Mr. Muenscher now officiates 
in Northampton, the Rev. Mr. Tappaiiin 
Hopkinton, and the Rev. Mr. Horton in 
Leicester. The Rev. Mr. Parker, employed 
as a missionary in the western part of the 
state, resides still in Lenox By his labour 
and care, through the blessing of God, a 
new society has been formed in Otis, with 
pleasing prospects ; and there he officiates 
a part of the time. 

In Blanford have been for many years a 
few Episcopalians under very discourag- 
ing circumstances; but through God’s 
blessing they have continued to the pre- 
sent time, and have wisely established # 
little fund; and for some time past the 
Rev. Mr. Humphrey has bestowed upon 
them a part of his labours. Blanford is 
near Otis, and in the two parishes a clere 
gyman might be wholly and very profitably 
employed. 

In Great-Barrington the Rev. Mr. Gil. 
bert labours in season and out of season; 
and the blessing of God, as we might ex. 
pect, has accompanied his great exertions; 
and that large parish, which has been 
somewhat broken and diminished in yc ars 
past, is recovering, we hope, its former 
prosperity. Mr. Gilbert’s parochial re- 
port, however, wes made to another dio- 
cese, and not to me. 

The small parish in Ashfield have, 
through great exertion and some foreign 
aid, finished, or nearly finished, their 
church ; and it is expected that on Friday 
of the next week, it will be solemnly de- 
dicated to the holy use for which it is 
erected. A minister resident among them 
is much needed, and till that can be ef 
fected, it is a happy circumstance that the 
Rev. Mr. Strong officiates there one Sun- 
day in each month. \ 

The zeal manifested in our last conven- 
tion to promote missionary exertions, was 
highly gratifying ; as was particularly the 
request that f should employ a clergyman 
to visit our churches, and endeavour to 
excite a missionary spirit. Though with 

47 
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much regret I-must inform you that oar 
clergy have been so enga in their re- 


spective stations, that one suitable for: 


such a mission, who could undertake it, 
has not yet been found, we ought not, in 
my judgment, to relinquish the object. If 
we persevere, it may please the Lord in 
his, own pe time to give us success. 

With the request that! would authorize 
some forne of prayer for'a “ Public Fast,” 
I have, according:te the wisdom given me, 
complied. 

In this diocese, comprising several 
states, and the most of our churches poor 
and so remotely distant from each other 
that our clergy are never all together, I 
deem it highly important that we should 
have some religious journal of our own, 
by which such information and instruction 
may be conveyed to all our people, as shall 
be best adapted to their case and need. I 
mention it from the apprehension that the 
one which we now have may soon be dis- 
continued. 

We have occasion for gratulation and 
praise to God for the progress of his king» 
dom in this sinful world. Among Chris- 
tians generally, learning and the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures are evidently in- 
creasing. On the one hand, enthusiasm is 
more and more tempered by rational piety; 
and on the other, the form of godliness is 
more enlivened by’ its power. Serious 
Christians generally are becoming more 
sensible of what are the true principles of 
their holy faith; and they better distin- 
guish what an apostle calls the “ gold, and 
silver, and precious stones” of religion, 
from its “ wood, hay, and stubble.” The 
who have been acquainted with the chure 
for the last thirty, or even twenty years, 
must have noticed this remarkable change 
in the style of preaching, in the compara- 
tive regard-for the distinguishing doc- 
trines of the cross; and the spirituality of 
religion; and in a holy, disinterested zeal 
for imparting the knowledge of Christ, 
and the saving truths of his Gospel, to all 
who are sitting in darkness, and are with 
out Godin the world. In our own country, 
at no other period hus this change been so 
rapid, and so apparent, as during the vear 
or two last past. It is Se 
ing to contemplate the change in this dio- 
cese. When, eighteen years since, it was 

_ organized, true church ——- ¢with a 
few exceptions) were far less: regarded. 
The doctrines of the reformation were not 
80 —, and suitably enforced; and it 
is certain that the authority of the church, 
and of our General Convention, were held 
in much less estimation. How great since 
has been the change in the increase of our 
numbers, the union of our churches, and 
the correctness of our principles! If we 
bring into view (what to judge accurately 
we must do) the comparative increase of 
population in the different states, our in- 
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crease, in the number of our clergy, 
— and pn erenss = hes | — 
ater than in any other of the northern 
% middle ania The union of -our: 
churches, without interruption, has been, 
and still is increasing ; party distinctions. 
are happily scarce known amongst us; 
and they should be considered as ourene. 
mies who would introduce them. The 
true — ‘of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church can, } verily believe, in ne pert 
of this world, be found in greater 
tion than in this diocese. It is delightful 
to see the reverence which our clergy and 
people now generally have for the order 
and worshipof'the church, and for the Ge- 
neral Convention. I cannot sufficiently ex- 
press my thanks to the Father of Mercies, 
and the Head of the Church, that ix 
ally we have in this- diocese a body of 
clergy so decidedly attached to the Bpis- 
copal Church, and so zealous in support. 
of its distinctive principles, without any 
leaning to popery, or abandonment of Pro- 
testant principles, or neglect of evangeli-- 
cal truth. 


But while we offer the just tribute of - 


praise to God for so great a blessing, let 
us not deceive ourselves in a vain confi- 
dence of boasting; nor, because in these 
things-we are much better than in times 
past, suppose we are all which we ought 
to be. We, of the Episcopal Church, are 
indeed too much given to commend our- 
selves ; and we may even fear that the cant 
of sectarism is growing upon us. A habit 
of complacency in thinking and speaking 
of our orthodoxy, and the superior excel- 
lence of our ecclesiastical system, na- 
turally leads us to put too much confi- 
dence in our profession, and to be so satis, 
fied with ourselves as to make less-im- 
provement. Let us not forget who it is 
that makes us to differ from-others; and 
that for all which God gives us we are ac- 
countable to him. If in religious privi- 
leges we are indeed more blest than other 
Christians, we are also more sinful, and 
more to be condemned than other Chris- 
tians, if we do not also as much excel them 
in the fruits of the Spirit, and a zeal for 
God. We cannot be the best friends.of 
religion, except we are the most willing 
and most forward in promoting its. general 
interests; nor the best friends of the 
church, if we are not the most active in 
doing that which will best: increase the 
number, and faith, and piety of its mem- 
bers. Our Lord’s rule is, “ By their faith 
ye shall know them.” Truly to love him, 
is to believe his word and do his work. 
We may say, | think with truth, that 
there is no criterion of a pure zeal for God 
more sure than a missionary spirit—an ar- 
dent desire to impart the knowledge © 
Christ, and the salvation of God to our 
fellow men. We may, from various worldly 
views, or from motives not purely religi- 
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ous, be zealous for the increase of religion 
jp our own parish, or state, or diocese, 
with which our interest, or fame, or party 
feelings may have particular connexion. 
But if we are willing to cast our bread 
the waters—if we will spend and be 
t for those who will make us no re- 
wen of worldly good, it is among the best 
evidences that the love of Christ is per- 
fected in us. And this love, we humbly 
trust, is increasing among us. Foreign 
missions have heretofore been unpopular 
smong our people, and very many have 
strongly opposed them: but a remarkable 
change is evidently in operation. That we 
should be sincere believers in Christ, and 
feel no deep concern for the conversion 
of the heathen, is a strange inconsistency. 
And of all Christians, Episcopalians, con- 
sidering what. they profess, and even boast 
of, are the least to be excused for neglect- 
ing this labour of love. It is remarkable 
that (as experience has shown) nothing so 
tends to awaken a pure zeal in the Chris- 
tian’s breast, and of course to promote his 
own salvation, as to engage in missionary 
efforts. And the common objection that 
our efforts are all needed at home, is really 
favourable to foreign missions : for reason 
teaches us what experience has confirmed, 
that those who do most for foreign mis- 
sions, will do most at home. ‘They who 
have such sincere desire to honour God 
and do good to men, are the least likely 
to neglect their friends and neighbours. 
This, therefore, that we may save our- 
selves as well as others, is one chief reason 
of my dwelling often and much upon this 
subject, and endeavouring to convince our 
people of the importance of bearing their 
just part in evangelizing the world—in 
diffusing light, and liberty, and civiliza- 
tion, all the arts and comforts of life, 
with the knowledge of God, and the hopes 
of immortality among the inhabitants of 
this terrestrial world. Unbelievers, with 
cold or faint-hearted Christians, may de- 
ride the idea, or think it impracticable : 
but the work has already commenced— 
its progress, though slow, is sure—it 
moves forward with accumulating force 
and increasing velocity—and, as we be- 
lieve, it will go forward—neither the 
powers of the earth, nor the gates of hell, 
shall be able to arrest its progress ! 

Let us then continue to form missionary 
societies, and to support those already 
formed ; and especially that which is pa- 
tronized by our General Convention. Lit- 
tle, we know, has by that society been 
done; but this is chiefly because little has 
been contributed to its funds, and becuse 
$0 many of our people have been opposed 
to foreign missions. But few of us have 
bid them God speed. We have not, as we 
ought, even prayed for their success; we 

ve not manifested a desire that the 
World should become Christian. God will 
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not bless us at home, while we love him 
in word and tongue only: we ought to ex- 
pect that our numbers will continue com- 
paratively few, till we have more zeal for 
the increase of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
And how inconsistent is our claim to be 
accredited as eminently the successors in 
office of those apostles whom Christ com- 
manded to preach his Gospel to every crea- 
ture, whilst we, of all-Christians, are the 
most negligent.in obeying that.precept ! 

iam sensible that many of our people 
have contributed, and perhaps still contri- 
bute, to support the missions of other de- 
nominations. Glad we are that the love of 
Christ rules in their hearts; and we ought 
to rejoice and bless God that the Holy 
Scriptures and the doctrines of Christ are 
spread abroad by any Christians. But have 
we no wish that the thousands and myriads 
who are converted-from the heathen world, 
should know something of Episcopacy ? 
Are we so attached to our distinctive prin- 
ciples, and yet se indifferent whether 
Christians of other countries shall have 
opportunity to know them? The true 
cause of this is not the indifference of our 
people to the interest of our church; but 
other denominations have more active 
zeal: they call on people to contribute, 
while we neglect to do it. 

It is often, we know, asked, Why, if we 
are much in earnest, we have not a society 
for foreign missions, separate from other 
objects? In this work we must go forward 
as we are able. Because we cannot at 
once keep pace with those who have gone 
on before us, shall we therefore not move 
at all? When we brought forward our 
motion in General Convention for a foreign 
missionary society, the opposition was so 
powerful it could no otherwise be carried 
but by attaching it to one for domestic 
purposes. Both objects are excellent, and 
Jet us vield to those of our brethren who 
will not yield to us. Let us promote the 
two objects in union. Many of us believe 
that more would be done, and better, if 
they were kept separate; but let us do 
what we can as it is. The time probably 
is not far distant when there will be one, 
and perhaps more than one, for foreign 
purposes only. We have before us the 


excellent example of the English church, 


which fosters in her bosom three very 
large and very noble societies, all highly 
patronized—all engaged, and two of them 
ut least wholly engaged, in propagating the 
Gospel in foreign parts: and which of 
them is the most useful, is not perhaps an 
easy thing to decide. Very little inconve- 
nience results from such division of their 
pious labour; and no one can reasonably 
doubt but by the three, twice as much is 
effected as would be done by any one of 
them singly. Let us, as we love religion, 
and love the church, keep clear of that 
spirit of selfishness and jealousy which is 
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disgraceful to humanity, and inconsistent 
with our religion. ‘The love of power,” 
which is genersily thought to be the fault 
of Episcopalians, is certainly the fault of 
our nature. They who indulge it would 
rule in every thing, however minute; they 
would forbid those wh walk not with them 
even to cast out devils in the nume of Christ. 
They “ rej. nce” not that * Christ 1s preach- 
ed,” though ever so “sincerely,” if the 
preacher do not, in the minutest things, 
agree with their peculiar notions. Some, 
we may fear, who piss for pious, zealous 
Christi.ns, had rather that mankind should 
remain in their sins, than that those whom 
they dislike should be the instruments of 
changing their hearts and bringing. them 
to Christ. 

Let us, in all things, follow after that 
charity which is the bond of perfectness. 
Even different sects should not view each 
other as rivals—still less as opponents— 
butas all labouring in the same good work, 
each according to his knowledge,and faith, 
and sense of duty. We, like others, must 
and ought to labour in that way which we 
verily believe to be most agreeabl:: to the 
truth of God’s word, and the usage of the 
primitive church. The points in which we 
differ from some of our Christian brethren 
are few in number; but we deem them im 
portant—especially the three orders of the 
ministry —th: rite of confirmation, and the 
utility of « well composed liturgy Re- 
specting these, we are constrained to 
differ from many Protestants, And while 
we thus continue in some things to disa- 
gree, it is better far the general good that 
the labours of each denomination should 
be distinct and separate. The great evils 
to be feared, and what should most religi- 
ously be avoided, are the animosities, sec- 
tarism, and party spirit which divisions so 
naturally produce. We can easily per- 
ceive the divine wisdom in permitting the 
chureh to be divided into sects, to coun- 
teract the still worse evils of formalism, 
ecclesiastical tyranny, infidelity, love of 
the world, and coldness towards God, 
which in times past have so deplorably 
prevailed In proportion as greater num- 
bers become renewed in heart, and awak- 
ened to righteousness, Christians will be 
more united In the mean time, even our 
division, if we make the best of it, may be 
turned to good account; indeed, toa very 
great extent, the emulation it excites 
supplies the place of better motives in 
producing good—especially “Christ is 
preached,” and let us therein with St, 

-Paul rejoice. And let us not be high- 
minded, but fear. Knowing that none can 
be more liable than ourselves to err, Jet 
us not be exireme to mark what 1s amiss 
jn our brethren, nor censure others for 
small things. And though we have been 
80 Highly blest with union and peace, let 
us remember that the enemy is ever wake- 
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ful, and every ready, while men sicep, to 
sow the seeds of discord. So far as we 
happily do agree with others, 4s for in. 
stance, in giving the Bible, we may andwe 
should unite. 

The more. we become acquainted with 
the principles and the institutions of our 
church, the more must we admire its spi. 
rit and its wisdom. What there should be 
no difference of opinion respecting the 
Meaning, or intention, or expediency of any 
thing, 1s not to be expected: should.such 
difference exist, we ure to practise mutual 
forbearance. If we are faithful in our 
prayers, the rulers of the church will not 
be permitted greatly to err. And all the 
institutions of the church let us carefully 
observe, according to their true spimtand 
intention, neither on the one hand attempt. 
ing to evade, or explain «way what the 
church evidently requires; nor, on the 
other, extending its restrictions beyond 
their true sense and meaning. 

There are other two extremes in which 
we naturally and too often err, injurious 
to piety and peace. The one is undue re- 
liance upon religious rites, or ascribing 
too much efficacy to the outward, regular 
Ministration of the Christian ordinances, 
independent of the faith and piety of those 
who perform or receive them. The other 
is, too little reverence for the sacraments 
and other institutions of Christ and his 
apostles—placing- undue reliance upon ine 
ward feelings, and what is (not very pro- 
perly) called experience. These are the 
Ncylia and Charybdis of religious life. 
Thousands and millions thus turn to the 
right hand or to the left. They are perils 
to which we, of the Episcopal Church,with 
all our best intentions to steer a middle 
course, are much exposed. The institu- 
tions of our Saviour, and the two sacra- 
ments especially, cannot be too highly re- 
verenced and regarded ; nor to the inward 
faith and affections of the heart can we 
attach too much importance. The danger 
is, that the one or the other wiik be too 
much neglected. God has joined them 
together, and it is at the peril of his soul 
that man ever parts them asunder “ Ex- 
cept ye de born. of water «and of the Spi- 
rit, ye cannet enter into the kingdom of 
God.” 

In executing ‘he office committed to my 
care, it has certainly been my endeavour 
to pursue that middle course, in regard 
to these and other points, which our be- 
loved church, seemingly by inspiration, 
has marked out for the guide of her chil- 
dren. But no one is more liable to err, 
none can more need, nor more sincerel 
desire, the advice and the prayers of all 
Christian people. Nor am I wholly insen- 
sible that our Saviour requires of one in 
my station more than of others to “ be the 

servant of all” —to be more humble, more 
laborious, and in all things-more devoted 
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to the service of the church and the pre- 
gervation of its purity, and the general in- 
terests ‘religion. If f err, as no doubt! 
often do, let me be reminded of it; as also 
of duties which I neglect: and chiefly, if 
there be any thing which Ic-n do for the 
honour of our divine M:ster, and the good 
of his church in this diocese, which shall 
occur to this convention, I intreat that it 
may be communicated to me. 

But it is required of all stewards that 
they be found faithful; and of immense 
concern is the stewardship committed to 
oor trust. How we shall best discharge 
this trust, and be prepared for that account 
which we must all soon, and I soonest, ren- 
der to him whose servants we arr, isa 
subject well worthy of the profoundest 
deliberation. For such deliberation we 
are now convened ; and that the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding—the spirit of 
counsel and holy zeal, with the spirit of 
knowledge and “true godliness,” may be 
now and ever with us, the Lord mercifully 
grant for Chris*’s sake. 

ALEXANDER Y. GRISWOLD. 


Remarks on the above Addrese. 


We teel compelled to mike « few remarks 
on two pass:ges in the above address. The 
first is the following: —“ We, of the Episcopal 
Church, »re too much given to commend our- 
selves ; andl we may even fear that x cant of 
sectarism is growing u us. Jpon what 
data the bien Gunes Mihis sweeping charge 
we know net. We humbly conceive, on the 
contrary, that there is scarcely a denomination 
less prone to commend themstlves, th«n our 
own. Certainly we are not conspicuous for 
urging cleims to superior piety, and for that 
indirect mode of spiritus! boasting which con- 
sists in saying hard things of the want of grace 
and the power of godliness in others. And yet 
we conscientiouely believe that the preportion 

sound, substantial, operative piety is not less 
in our's than in any other communion. If by 
commending ourselves, be meant spexking well 
of our church, we think that it may be allowed 
us so to do, with # warmth and frequency na- 
turally connected with a deep and sincere in- 
terest in the subject, without incurring een- 
sure. We plead not for an imprudent, ill- 
timed, or irrelevant introduction of this or any 
other topic; nor for giving it any greater por- 
tion of our attention than its importance fairly 
demands. Nor do we think that a disposition 
to these ends is by any means so prevalent 
among us as to justify the general expression 
“we of the Episcopul Church,” and thus to 
sanction unwarranted prejudices injurious to 
qur communion. But out of the abundarce of 
the heart \et the mouth 'e -llowed to speak. 
Let it be permitted to those whe conscienti- 
dusiy believe thet the Lerd hath done great 
things for us in providing us witha church, so 
Primitive end scriptural in its organization, so 
Snimating, excellent, and truly evsngelicsl, in 
its worship, and pr«vided with such «ffectual 
Guards against eneroachments on the faith and 
trier of the Gospet, to delight to dwell on this 
bis so great loving kinduess, to speak of the ex- 


Remarks on Bishop Griswold’s Address. 


373 


celiencies of so precious « gift, to endeavour to 

in for it more and more, the esteem end af- 

ection of those who are blessed with it, und 

commend it mere and more to the approvel 
and xeceptance of Christi:ns generally. It is 
not simply or mainly for its preferable form or 
order, as such, that we would wish to com- 
mend our church, and to encourage and aid, 
in every wey, a diligent study, and a due ap- 
preciation, of all that is peculiar to it. But it 
1s because we believe, that in its whole system, 
it is the very best and. most efficient friend 
whieh the Gospel has in our land; because we 
believe that in its communion men come nearer 
to that blessed stxte of the church when the 
multitude of them which believed were of one 
heart sn’ of one mind, and continued stead- 
fustly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship ; 
because of our conviction that connected with 
its appointments. the truth as it is in Jesus ig 
the most salely deposited, »nd most effectually 
secured sguinst deterioration, the admixture of 
érror, and the substitution of h:resy ; and be- 
esuse we think that it affords the fullest pre- 
servation of the worship of the Gospel against 
the deformities, and the demoralizing influ- 
ences, of contusion «nd fanaticism. Let not, 
then, those be severely judged who, for the 
love they bear to Christ and his religion, de- 
light to dweil on the excellencies of so precious 
a gift. Let not, especiaily, a voice be directed 
from the high places of our church against 
those who, in this age of spiritaal libertinism, 
would, by ali means consistent with truth and 
charity, exhibit the peculiar 9nd unrivalled con- 
nexion between ovr church and the Gospel; 
increase snd confirm the attechment of its 
members; and invite in its behalf that ae 
onthe pert of cthers, which is all that it as 
in confirmation of its claims to their resp: et, 
affection, and adoption. A general favourable 
impression with regard to our church «8 one 
among orthodox and evangelical seets, is not all 
that the true churchman should wish. His 
heurt’s desire wnd prayer to God, and his con- 
sequent sincere and zeslous effort, should be, 
thet it should be known and appreciated as 
sustaining among Christian societies, a pre- 
eminent rank, and distinguished by character- 
istics, favourabie to the pure sy stem of evange- 
lical faith and piety, not only unsurpassed, but 
unrivalled. Let it, then, be allowed him, when 
he would contemplate for himself, or recom- 
mend to others, the Gospel scheme of 
and salvation, to give to the guards which his 
church has provided for the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and to the divinely appointed means and 
pledges of his merey which she possesses in her 
ministry, sxerumeuts, and services, an atten- 
tion, and an importance, proportioned to their 
actual and to their relative claims 

If “the cant of secturism is gre ery 
ns,” we would add our voice in an humble ef- 
fort for its suppression. We like not “cant” 
of «ny deseription. It is inconsistent with the 
true spirit of Gospel decency and order; and 
is too ensy a cover for merely superficial pre- 
tension. “ Sectarism” is » spirit peculiarly un- 
befiting the members of a commumon which, 
if any can, may safely claim such characteris 
ties of the church as remove it far from those 
of a sect. ; 

If, however, by the phrase cant of seotariem 
can at all be meant, not only a preterenee, but 
a discriminating und understanding prefer- 
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ence, of our church to the commanions around 
it, and ability and promptness to give an ac- 
count of that preference,and to urge others to 
its adoption, so far -= believing it — = 
** growing Ui us,” we lament to be obli 
to think ces far at least as our fren sm 
extends, it is lamentably on the decline. The 
irit of indifference is rather on the increase. 
hat spirit which connects ideas of bigotry, 
intolerance, illiberality, aud sectarism, with a 
pious attachment to the distinctive principles 
of our chureh, and a zealous, persevering, and 
unwearied effort to maintain, defend, and pro- 
mulgate them, because of their connexion with 
the trne character and best interests of the 
Gospel, is rather to be dreaded. And feeble as 
may be our voice, we would humbly raise it in 
affectionate intreaty, and solemn warning, lest, 
as has been found in other ages of the church, 
aod as threatens our own, this spirit prevails, 
in its demands in behalf of what is called libe- 
rality, and its disposition to level distinctions, 
and prostrate the bulwarks which tried piety 
and long experience have erected in defence 
of the truth, until, impatient ef the restraints 
which the well meaning might wish to lay 
upon it, and encouraged by the use which he- 
resy and infidelity are making of it, it shakes 
off all other control, and triumphs in the esta- 
blishment of their unhallowed cause. We 
would not have churchmen judge harshly and 
uncharitably of others, but we would have them 
perceive and know, that in the ministry, doc- 
trines, worship, and ordinances, of their church, 
are a guard and defence of the evangelical sys- 
tem, and means of its dissemination, which 
they should prefer to all others, which they 
ought not, directly or indirectly, to surrender 
to any other, on the discriminating preference 
for which they should ever consistently act, and 
which they should delight to honour by mak- 
ing them the medium of al! their effurts for 
the advancement of that religion of Christ, 
on account of which they would tas esteem 
them. And if, in the fear of God, ani for the 
love of Christ, unwearied pains are txken, and 
efforts made, to recommend this view of Chris- 
tiwn duty, and secure an increased interest in 
its behalf, let it not be blared as an undue 
commending of ourselves, or as evidence of a 
spivit of sectarism. 

Another passage in the bishop’s address 
which we regretted to see, is that in which he 
speaks of those, evidently in his own chureh, 
who “‘ rejoice’ not that ‘Christ is preached,’ 
though ever so ‘sincerely,’ if the preacher do 
not, in the minutest things, agree with their pe- 
culiar notions;” and observes, “‘ Some, we may 
fear, who pass for pious, zealous Christians, 
had rather that mankind should remain in their 
sins, than that those whom they dislike should 
be the instruments of changing their hearts, 
and bringing them to Christ.” 

In another part of this address, the bishop 
— — “in all a to > err 

charity. ev rly applies thi 
to the “ view” which iereut secte should 
take of “each other.” Towards brethren of 
the same communion, it must, of course, be 
understood that this virtue is equally recom- 
mended. Therefore, in the dreadful censure, 
and the severe judgment, passed in the above 
cited passages, the bishop could not have had 
reference to cases in which “ charity, the bond 
of perfectness,” could make any allowance ; but 
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to those of persons: “who” merely “ pase for 
pious, zealous Christians,” but are not so in 
truth; and being the confirmed hypocrites, 
and the wicked traitors to the cause they 
openly profess, which is supposed in the een- 
sure ‘passed, cannot be secured, even in the 
judgment of charity, from the charge of the 
most awfully guilty inconsistency. Were we dis- 
posed! to follow the example of others, we might 
ask the bishop to say where, in the ministry, 
or in the communion of his chureh, he has 
found those thus untrue to the real character 
of ministers and members of the Lord Jesus; 
who are the Judases who are thus betrayi 
their Master; who the wicked and unprin 
cipled men who are thus sacrificing even their 
love of souls, and their regard for God’s glory, 
to the spirit of sectarism. But we vif 
add our deep regret that a bishop of our cha 
should have cause to think such iniquity so pre- 
valent as to require its solemn official exposure, 
the public warning of his diocese against its in. 
fluence, and the equally public charge against 
his church of being thus disgraced, and havi 
within it so much of masked infidelity, and 
enmity to the cause of God and of his Christ. 


—_s_ 
For the Christian Journal. 
Convention of Mississippi. 

We have received the printed jour- 
nal of the proceedings of the third an- 
nual convention of this infant diocese, 
and are much pleased with the order 
and regularity with which the concerns 
of the church in it seem to be managed, 
It was held og the 7th and 8th days of 
May, 1828, in Christ church, Jefferson 
county. Present three clergymen, and 
eight lay delegates, representing three 
parishes. Divine service was per- 
formed by the Rev. Albert A. Muller, 
rector of Trinity church, Natchez, and 
a sermon preached by the Rev. James 
A. Fox, rector of St. Paul’s church, 
Woodville. The convention was or- 
genized by the election of the Rev. 
James A. Fox as president, and Mr. 
Martin W. Ewing as secretary and 
treasurer. 

The following resolution was passed: 

“ Resolved, That this convention 
cordially recommend to the members 
of the church in this state, and to Epis- 
copalians generally, ‘ The Protestant 
Episcopal Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in the Diocese of 
Mississippi;’ and that, in this expres- 
sion of their conviction of its utility to 
advance the welfare of the Gospel, 
they regard it as an institution power- 
fully calculated to promote the interests, 
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and perpetuate the blessings, of religi- 
ous faith and primitive worship.” 

Aresolution was offered, and directed 
to be laid over until the next conven- 
tion, dissenting from the alterations in 
the liturgy as proposed by the last Ge- 
neral Convention. 

The parochial reports show, that 
though our Zion in this diocese is com- 

of but few and scattered mem- 

bers, yet there is a zeal and pious de- 
votedness which commends itself to 
the chusch at large. In the congrega- 
tion of ‘Prinity church, Natchez, a 
Sunday school is established, auxiliary 
to the General Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday School Union. The prospects 
of St. Paul’s church, Woodville, are 
more encouraging than heretofore. 
The church edifice has been completed, 
and an excellent organ obtained from 
New-York; and the rector observes, 
that “though the progress of the 
church has not been rapid, yet we look 
upon its establishment as permanent, 
and are cheered with the prospect of 
its continuing to increase and flourish, 
and of its being a blessing to posterity.” 
And of Christ church, Jefferson coun- 
ty, he says, “ teo much praise cannot 
be given to the laudable exertions of 
this little flock ; they have erected a 
very neat and commodious brick 
church, which will continue to future 
generations, and be as a monument 
on which is recorded their liberality, 
and their zeal for the cause of Zion.” 
There appears on the pages of the 
journal but one parish register, that of 
rinity church, Natchez, which pre- 
sents the following numbers :—Bap- 
tisms (infants 10, adults 4) 14—mar- 
8—communicants 30--funerals 


The next annual convention is to be 
held'in St. Paul’s church, Woodville. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Convention of New-York. 

Tae 43d annual convention of the 
diocese of New York was held in Tri- 
nity church, in the city of New-York, 
on Thursday, the 16th, and Friday the 
17th days of October, 1828. There 
Were present the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart and 61 presbyters, seven dea- 
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cons, and 97 lay members, represent- 
ing 50 congregations; and 21 clergy- 
men, not members, attended the sit- 
tings. Morning prayer was read by 
the Rev. Alexis P. Proal, rector of St. 
George’s church, Schenectady, and the 
sermon preached by the Rev. Henry 
Anthon, rector of Trinity church, Uti- 
ca. The bishop administered the holy 
communion. 

The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of 
Nova-Scotia, Dr. Inglis, being: then in 
the city, it was on motion resolved, 
That he be invited to attend the sit- 
tings of the convention; and: he was 
accordingly introduced, and eonducted 
to a seat provided for him on the right 
of the chair. 

The Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, 
D. D., was elected secretary, and the 
Rev. William R. Whittingham assist- 
ant secretary; and a committee was 
appointed to assist the secretaries in 
preparing the journal for the press, and 
to take the necessary steps to secure 
the publication and circulation of the 
journal immediately after the rising of 
the convention. 

The annual address of the bishop 
was delivered as published in our last 
number. 

The following new churches, whose 
certificates of incorporation had been 
eaamined and approved by a commit- 
tee of the convention to whom they had 
been referred, were admitted into union 
with the convention :— 


“‘ Trinity church, in the town of Penn- 
field, in the county of Monroe; St. Luke’s 
church, in the village of Medina, in the 
county of Orleans; Christ church, in the 
village of Sherburne, in the county of Che- 
nango; Christ church, in the town of Pom- 
pey, in the county of Onondaga; Tri- 
nity church, in the town of Watertown, in 
the county of Jefferson; and St. Paul’s 
church, in the town of Big Flats, in the 
county of Tioga.” 


That part of the bishop’s address 
which relates to the subject of theolo- 
gical education having been referred to 
a committee, said committee reported 
the following resolution, which was ac- 
cepted :— 

“ Resolved, That a committee be sp- 
pointed, to be called the Theological Edu- 
cation Committee, consisting of four cler- 
gymen and four laymen, whose duty it 
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shall be, in conjunction with the bishop, 
to devise, and as far as pricticable to 
carry into effect, measures for procuring 
means for educating young men for the 
ministry. The committee shall make re- 
port of their proceedings to the next con- 
vention, and. also of a permanent plan for 
the promotion of this object.” 


In conformity with this resolution 
the following gentlemen were appointed 
the Theological Education Commit- 
tee :——-The Rev. Thomas Lyell, D. D., 
the Rev. James Milnor, D D, the 
Rev. Jonathan M. Wainwright, D.D., 
the Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, D. 
D., William Johnson, Henry M‘Far- 
lan, David S. Jones, Hubert Van 
Wagenen. 

The bishop, as chairman of the 
Committtee for Propagating the Gos- 
pel, reported — 

“ That the number of missionary sta- 
tions during the past year has been en- 
larged to 47; of these, 37 were old sta- 
tions; four were added at the commence. 
ment of the year, and the remaining six in 
the course of it. That the ‘number of mis- 
sionaries actually employed has fallen 
short of that of the stations, in some in- 
stances from deficiency of support, in 


others from the difficulty of obtaining 
them.” 


The report further states, that, aided 
by the missionaries—— 

“ New congregations have been formed, 
new churches have arisen, and the doc- 
trines and services of our church esta- 
blished in places where it was before un- 
known. Nor have the labours of the mis- 
sionaries been without a blessing : pure 
and apostolic Christianity has grown up 
on the ruins of infidelity and error; and 
rational piety has come in place of the 
excesses of fanaticism. Our church has 
triumphed over the prejudices which once 
oppressed her; and without a boast it 
muy be said, that she is fast rising in the 
good opinion of the serious and reflecting 

art of the community, as affording, by 

public services and prescribed liturgy, 
the surest safeguard against ignorance, 
error, and wild enthusiasm. 

“In conclusion, the committee would 
beg leave to turn the attention of the con- 
vention to the melancholy fact, that se- 
veral stations have continued unfilled dur- 
ing the past year, from a paucity in the 
number of missionaries; and this they do 
in hopes that it may lead to the adoption 
of some measures for obtaining a more 
adequate supply. Of what nature these 
should be, they leave to the wisdom of the 
convention; they would only add, that it 







relates to a matter of vital im 

that upon the number and ability of mig. 
sionaries depends, under the providence of 
God, the extension of the church; that 
they constitute the right hand of ity 
strength, by which the wilderness and the 
solitery place are to be subdued. The 
fields are already white for the harvest 
but where are tie labours by which they 
are to be reaped ” 


The followmg resolutions were 
passed :— 


“ Resolved, That the missionaries em: 
ployed im this diocese be to 
make their annual reports, in first ine 
stance, to the bishop; or, in his absence, 
to the secretary of the Committee for Pro. 
pagating the Gospel, on or before the first 
day of October in every year; such re 
ports to accompany the annual reports of 
the said committee, «nd to be entered on 
the journals of the convention. 

* Resolved, that the Committee for 
Propagating the Gospel be requested to 
prepare from the annual reports of the 
missionaries a summary statement of their 
contents, to be read to the convention at 
every annual meeting.” 


On motion, a committee of three 
clergymen and two laymen was ap- 
pointed to devise 


“A plan for tne creation of a fund for 
the relief of clergymen of this diocese 
whose circumstances may require it, and 
who may be incap.citated, by age or sick- 
ness, from any farther discharge of their 
clerical functions, and that the committee 
report to the next convention.” 


The trustees of the episcopal fund 
made their annual report, by which it 
appears the amount of that fund now is 
$40,368 20. 

The proposition introduced and con- 
sidered in the last convention, to amend 
the first article of the constitution by 
changing the time of meeting from the 
third to the first Thursday in October 
was approved by this convention, and 
the amendment adopted. 


“ The tollow ng gentlem n were elected 
delegates to the General Convention: 
The Kev. David Butler, the Kev. Lhomas 
Lyell, D.D., the Rev. Benjamin T. Ondet- 
donk, D.D., the Rev. Henry Aathon, the 
Hon. James Emott, the Hon. William A, 
Duer, the Hon. Nathan Williams, Stephen 
Warren, esq. 

“ The following gentlemen were elected, 
the Standing Committee :—'Phe Rev. Wil- 
liam Harris, D. D., the Rev, William Ber 
rian, D. B., the Rev. William Creight 
the Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, 
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Nigholas Fish, esq., Henry Rogers, esq, 
beerd Lyde, Thomas L. Ogden, esq 

The following gentlemen were elected 

the Committee of the Protestant Episco. 

pal Church for Propaguting the Gx jan 

the State of New-York, of which t 

ex officio. chairman :=The oon. 

aie DD, the Rev. John M‘Vi- 

car, D, the Rev. Jonathan M, Wain- 

D. 1)., John Onderdonk, M. D., 

ps a Ogden, esq., Hubert VanWage- 


“ite missionary and parochial re- 
i present the following aggregate : 


(adults 159, children 1453) 
ages 583—communicants 
merals 1184. Many of these 


rapa are interesting, and in a future 


' gumber we shall make extracts from 





‘sone of them. 
Collections and contributions were 
also reported as follows :— 
Fund 598 70 
y Fund 3609 95 
san Fund 533 71 
‘Pol, $4742 36 


“The list of clergy prefixed to this 
journal makes the number 123, and 
the number of congre ons within the 
ivcese i is stated at 1 


es 
For the Christian Journal. 
Conventional Meetings. 

So far as we have received the jour- 
tials of the different diocesan conven- 
‘tions, we have already given abstracts. 
For those that re we are’ in- 
debted to the various for the 
‘Drief accounts which we até now en- 

to fusnish. We shall notice them 
hical otder, commencing 
¢ofivention of the 


Eastern Diocese. 

» The Ep Register informs us, 
shit chis pe was held in Im- 
manuel church, Bellows’ Falls, Ver- 
met, ene 24th of September, 1028, 
and that there were present the Right 
Rev, the Bishop of the diocese, and 14 

‘Clerical members, and nine lay dele- 
‘gues. The Rev. Theodore Edson, 


Vo. 
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Bethel, and St. James’s church, Wood- 
stock, Vermont, and the sermon preacly- 
ed-by the Rev. George W. Doane, aé 
sistant ministér of Trinity ¢hurch, Bos- 
ton. The rite of confirmation end the 
holy communion were administered by 
the bishop. 

The alteration in the oth article of 
the constitution proposed at the last 
convention—that “ no state shall with- 
draw from this diocese without the ap- 
probation of the other states and of the 
bishop of the diocese,” was considered 
and adapted. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the standing committee :—The Rev. 
James Morse, D. D., the Rey. Nathan 
By Crocker, D.D., the Rev. Chiirles 

the Rev. Carlton Chase, the 
Rev. Petrus S. Ten Broeck, St 
Northam, James C Merrill, Joseph 
Head, jun., John Howard. 

A committee, consisting of one dele. 
gate from each diocese represented in 
this convention, was “ appointed aves 
port, if any, what alterations should te 
made in the constitution of this! dio- 
cese ;” which committee reported a ré- 
vised constitution, and the same, ha¥- 
ing been read and approved, was 
over for consideration at the -— 
The’ bish delivered his adarets, 

op deliv 
which is inserted at page 367 valiened 
t number. 


The Rev. B. C. GC, Parker, m 
ary at Lenox, &c. 
ed and read the following 
resolution :-—— > 

ion ser- 


dens, and sata one 
this diocese, not to allow the churche 


other object than the 
ship of God, and othe = 
The wehi tonedhden td to meet at 
ae, See ways 
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Our readers are aware that the above 
diocese is composed of the dioceses of 
Maine, New-Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, and Rhode-Island ; 
each of which holds annually a state 
convention, and of each of which the 
bishop of the Eastern Diocese is dio- 
cesan, 


Diocese of Maine. 

The convention in this state meets 
en the first Wednesday in October. 
We have not seen any account either 
of its meeting or of its proceedings. 


Diocese of New-Hampshire. 

The first Wednesday in September 
is the appointed time for the assem- 
bling of the convention in this state, 
but in the present year we have not 
seen any account of its meeting, 

Diocese of Massachusetts. 

In this state the third Wednesday ia 
June is the appointed day for the meet- 
ing of the convention. A brief abstract 
in the Episcopal Watchman of the 
28th ef that month is the only notice 
we have seen of its proceedings; from 
which we learn that the convention was 
held in St. Paul’s church, Boston, and 
that there were present the Right Rev. 
the Bishop of the diocese, and a greater 
number of the clergy and of lay dele- 

tes than on any former occasion. 
Fiorning prayer was read by the Rev. 
Benjamin C,. Cutler, rector of Christ 
church, Quincy, the secretary of the 
convention, and the sermon preached 
by the Rev. A. L. Baury, rector of St. 
Mary’s church, Newton. A report 
having been made that a State Sunday 
School Society, auxiliary to the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Sunday School Union 
of the United States, had been organ- 
ized, the convention, by resolution, re- 
commended the same to the patronage 
of churchmen. The convention also 
recommended the preaching of a ser- 
mon, and the causing of a collection to 
be made, in aid of the funds of the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
on the Sunday next. preceding the an- 
nual convention. A canon was adopted, 
providing for the establishment of a 
fund to defray the contingent expenses 


Conventional Meetings. 


, hotice of its assembling met 






(Novia, 
of the convention; and a committee 
was appointed to adopt medsutes for 
the better support of the episcopate, 
The parochial reports are said te bent 
exhibited an encouraging degree of im. 
provement; and it is added, thate 
most delightful spirit of harmony che. 
racterized the proceedings of the day. 


Diocese of Rhode-Island. 
The. second Tuesday in June isthe 
stated time for the meeting of the con- 
vention of the church in this state, No 
journal has been received, nor " 


™ 


Diocese of Delaware. 

The convention of the church in thig 
diocese assembled at Dover on Satur- 
day, the 7th of June last. The only 
account of its proceedings which we 
have seen is that published in the 
Charch Register of the 9th of August, 
from which we learn that the Rev. S, 
W. Prestman was elected president, 
and Augustus M. Schee secretary, 
There were present three clergymen 
and twelve lay delegates, representing 
eight parishes. A sermon was preached 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, 
assistant bishop of Pennsylvania, who 
was then engaged in a visitation of the 
diocese, deputed for that object by the 
Right Rev. Bishop White, who had 
been invited by the standing commit- 
tee to visit and perform episcopal of- 
fices within the diocese. The Rev. D. 
Higbee and the Rev. J. P. Robinson, 
and Messrs. John Cummins and Ed- 
ward Dingle were chosen the standing 
committee. A canon was adopted en- 
forcing on the clergy the duty of paro- 
chial visits and catechetical instruction. 
Thirty-nine communicants and twenty 
baptisms. were reported from two 
churches. ‘The following letter was 
sent by Bishop Onderdonk to the coa- 
vention :—— 


“ To the Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the State of Delaware. 
“ Reverend Brethren and Gentlemen, 

“In pursuance of authority delegated to 
me by the Right Rev. Bishop White, by 
an instrument herewith transmitted, tam 
now engaged in a visitation of this dio- 
cese; which I hope to complete in « short 
time. 

“ The following is the detail of the du- 


2ee3 -=¢ 
et iaet 


Prt tent 


z: 


ee wee SSERDE SE .EPSs| SRESLLAPERE SEEEDEE SA 








Pécember, 1828.] 


ties thus far performed. I have preached 
jn the following places :— 

Immanuel church, Newcastle, May 
98, evening ; St. Ann’s, Middletown, 29, 
Bes Saayrns, 29, evening; St. Pe- 
e's, Lewis, Sunday, June 1, morning; 
gt George’s chapel, afternoon; Prince 
George’s church, Dugsborough, June 2, 
norningy St. Paul’s, Georgetown, June 3, 

ing aod evening ; Christ churchMLau- 

rel, 4, morning; Laurel (town,) 4, 

}; Christ church, Milford, June 

5, morning ; St. Matthew’s, Cedar Creek, 
§afternoon ; M.\ton, 5, evening. 

“Should I complete the visitation in 
@hich Lam engaged, a statement of the 
services $0 ered will be furnished for 
imertion in this communication.* 

“had intended to preach at St. John’s 
church, Little Hill, on the afternoon of the 
&h, bat the notice being very imperfectly 
aven, by the advice of the members of 

congtegation attending service at 
Laurel church, my visit to St. John’s was 


“The peculiar circumstances of the 
charches in the southern part of this state 
tude it expedient to omit holding confir. 
tations in them for the present. 1 pur- 
pose, however, visiting them again in the 
courte of next winter. 

‘Allow me to suggest the propriety, I 
will say the necessity, of employing a mis- 
tionary without delay, for the double pur- 
pose of supplying the vacant churches, 
and of affording more frequent services to 
other churches which now receive them 





**The following statement of the services 
of Bishop Onderdonk was communicated for 
imertion in the journal after the convention 
had adjourned ;— i 4 

“Christ church, Dover, June 7, morning ; 
and Sunday, June 8, morning and afiernoon ; 
St. Peter’s, Smyrna, 8, evening; and June 9, 


porving Wilmington, June 14, evening ; and 
whe : 


inity church, Sus June 18, morning ; 
Newextle, Immaguel ureh, Sunday, after- 


noon and evening; Staunton, St. James's, June 
19, mornmgs; Newcastle, Immanuel church, 
June 19, exening. 

“ My preaching at Dover, on the 7ih, before 
the convention, was by the request of the pre- 
sident of that body for the last year, the 
preacher before appointed being absent. 

’ “In the course of this visitation, the ordi- 
tance of confirmation was administered as fol- 

:— 

“At St. Peter’s, Smyrna, to 10 persons; 

manuel, Neweastle, nine; St. James's, 
Staunton, 11—30. 

“The new church at Smyrna was conse- 
erated Ly me, tothe service of Almighty God, 
Monday, June 9th: the Rev. Messrs. Higbee, 

man, and Robinson, of this diocese, and 

the Rey. Mr. Mead, of Pennsylvania, being 
esent. ‘This edifice is substantial, very neatly 
ed, and completely fitted and arranged 

fir the services of our church. [tis a work 
that reflects the highest credit on the zexlous 
tnd liberal individuals who engaged in the un- 
dertaking, and on their clorgyman, the Rev. 

» Robinson.” 
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but seldom. To those acquainted with 
the condition of parts of this diocese, I 
need not offer arguments in favour of this 
measure. For the hospitality I have ev 
where experienced, and fur the conveni- 
ent arrangements made for my travelling, 
I beg leave to offer, in this manner, my 
greteful acknowledgments. 
** Reverend Brethren and Gentlemen, 

“1 send this communication to your body 


as a letter, instead of reading it in 
us on address, an it may be doubtheltome- 


ther the autherity you have conferred on 
Bishop White, according to the 20th*ca- 
non, which, in other like cases, has in- 
cluded that of presiding in the convention 
of the diocese annexed, extends so fully to 
me—inasmuch as my functions here are 
exercised only under powers delegated to 
tne by him, without any act of recognition 
on the part of this diocese. 
“TL have the honour to be, reverend bre- 
threa and gentlemen, very respectfully, 
* Your friend and brother, ‘ 
“H. U. ONDERDONK.” 


Diocese of North-Carolina. 

The Church Register of the 2d of 
August acknowledges the receipt of the 
printed journal of the convention of 
North-Carolina, which met at Fayette- 
ville on the 22d of May. Seven cler- 
gymen, including the bishop, were pre- 
sent; and eighteen lay deputies repre- 
sented ten parishes. The sermon was 
preached by the bishop. The Rev. 
Messrs. J. Avery, W. M. Green, and 
T. S. W. Mott, and Messrs. Garvin 
Hogg and George E. Badger, were 
chosen the standing committee. .The 
committee on the state of the church 
reported, “ that of the twehty-three re- 
gular congregations which compose the 
diocese, eighteen only have reported 
themselves to the convention; and 
that “an examination of the parochial 
reports, in connexion with the bishop’s 
journal,” presents the following re- 
sult:—-Baptisms during the last year 
185, communicants 432. It appears, 
however, that no parochial reports 
were received from two of the largest 
and several of the smaller 
tions. The excellent charge of Bishop 
Ravenscroft delivered at this conven- 
tion was inserted at page 330 in our 
last number; but his annual address 
has not yet met our eye. Should we 
hereafter receive it, we may give it in 
our next volume. The church in this 
diocese consists of the bishop, seven 
presbyters, and four deacons, 
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..” Diocese of Georgia. 

The Episcopal Watehinan of the 
14th of June states, that the convention 
of this diocese met on the 16th of April, 
and that the Rev. Edward Neufville 
was chosen president, and Mr. John 
F. Lloyd secretary. Parochial reports 
from two churches number 38 bap- 
tisms, 177 communicants, and 55 fu- 
nerats. 


Diocese of Ohio. 

The first Wednesday in June is the 
appointed time for the meeting of the 
convention of this diocese. We have 
not seen or heard of the journal of the 
convention that met in June last; and 
we are inclined to think our brother 
editors have fared no better, or we 
should have had some notice from 
them of such meeting. To whom is 
this omission to be ascribed ? 

—_a 
Institution 

Ox Saturday, October 11th, 1828, the 
Rev. Antoine Verren was instituted into 
the rectorship of the French church, Du 
St. Esprit, in this city, by the Kev. Benja- 
min T. Onderdonk, D. D., an assistant mi- 
nister of Trinity church, New-York, act- 
ing as instituting minister. The morning 
prayer was read by the Kev. William Ber- 
rian; D. D., an assistant minister of the 
game church, and the lessons by the Rev. 
Henty Anthon, rector of Trinity church, 
Utiew, Oneida county, New-York ; and the 
sermon preached by the Rev, Jonathan M. 
Wainwright, D.D., rector of Grace church, 
New-York. 

We sincerely congratulate this ancient 
and respectable congregation on the sup- 
ply, thus effected,.of the vacancy in its 
pastoral charge, occasioned by the re- 
turn to Europe, more than two years be- 
fore, of its late rector, the Rev. Dr. Péne- 
veyre.. And our congratulations are the 
warmer f confidence which we 
cherish that-the removal to this sphere of 
usefulness of the talents, Piety and fide- 
lity, of its present pastor, will, through 
the divine blessing, tend, as to the in- 
terests of our church generally, so espe- 
cially to the spiritual and eternal welfare 
of the people of bis charge. 

—=s= 
Obituary Notices. 
Mas. Gertnone Merepita. 

Dren at Philadelphia, on Monday, Oc- 
tober 6th, 1828, Mrs. Gertrude Meredith, 
wife of William Meredith, esq., of that 
city—a lady of whom we may confidently 
say, that she had no superior in religious, 
conjugal, maternal, social, or literary me- 
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rit.: Her understapding was of the first 
order, for strength, vivacity, and guiture 
—her sense of duty, ,and her charity,em. 
braced every relation of life, and p 
unremitting efforts and sacrifices of the 
most rare and edifying-description. We 
scarcely know how to word a tribute to 
the memory of one who excited oup ad, 
miration in whatever employment or 
scen@it was our good fortune to gee her 
engaged, and op whatever topi¢ we heard 
her discourse, throughout a long period 
of acquaintance, The information of her 
demise will ufflict very many besicles the 
extensive circle of her relatives and near 
connexions, to whom her extraord 
worth and talents were fumiliary.and who 
had reason to expect her valuable exist. 
ence might be prolonged much beyond the 
present term. It is an event that must be 
felt by her estimable family ima degree 
not to be exceeded in any instance of a sie 
milar loss. We leave the mel-ncholy sk 
of commemorating her virtues and gg 
reer, more particularly to those who ate 
better entitied and quulified to accom. 
plish it than ourselves, though few cay 
appreciate them witu deeper conviction 
of their excellence.—WVat. Gaz. 
Aveusta Tempre Roaens. 

Died at Hartford, (Connecticut, ) on 
December 7th, 1828, »fter a few hous’ 
Augusta Temple Rogers, wife of Dr, Jobo 
Smyth Rogers, and daughter of Thoma L. 
Winthrop, of Boston. In the death of this 
lady anumerous circle of relatives and friends 
wre called to mourn po ordinary loss. As a 
wife, a mother, a daughter, a friend, in all the 
various relations of life she was faithtul, con- 
sistent, and exemplary. With a heart ani- 
mated by the most benevolént affections, a mind 
well cuitivated and improved, a deportment 
plessing and correct, she guined for herself 
many wnd intimate friends. She took a deep 
interest in the different charitable institutions of 
our city, particularly the Orphan Asylum, of 
which for maiy years she was an active and 
efficient member. In the midst of asefuiness, 
und surrounded with every thing which could 
tend to render fife desirxbie, she has, “as it 
were in a moment,” been taken from us. The 
summons was sudden and unexpected, but she 
met it with the hupes und resignation of « pure 
and pious Christian—she has goue, we sin- 
cerely hope anid believe, to 


“ A happier world than this, 

A world of uncanbinucred bliss. 

Where joy has never rung its knell, 

Her pure and spotless soul shell @well.” 
f —-—_,— -___} 


Calendar for January, 1829. 

1. Circumcision. 

4. Second Sunday after Christmas 
6. Epiphany. 
11. First Sunday after Epiphany. 
18. Second Sunday after Epiphany. 
95.§ Third Sunday after Epiphany. 

| Conversion of St. Paul. 


&F he Episcopal Acts, and several other articles, are necessarily deferred until our nest 
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